
 

PROCEEDINGS OF A SPECIAL / CODE REVIEW MEETING  

OF THE VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

July 2, 2019 – 5:00 PM 

 

Present 

Mayor:    Robert Corby 

Trustees:   Lili Lanphear 

Frank Galusha 

Dan Keating ( Video Conference ) Left meeting at 6 PM  

Recording Secretary:    Dorothea M. Ciccarelli 

    

CALL TO ORDER 

  

Motion by Trustee Galusha, seconded by Trustee Lanphear, and called the meeting to order at 5:00 

PM.   

Vote:  Corby – yes, Lanphear– yes,  Galusha – yes, Keating – yes. Motion carried. 

 

BOARD MEMBER – CONFLICTS OF INTEREST DISCLOSURE 

 

Mayor Corby asked if any of the Board members had a conflict of interest or had accepted gifts associated 

with any of the meeting agenda items.  The Board members indicated that they had no conflicts of interest 

to report.    

 

RESOLUTION ON 75 MONROE AVENUE 

 

Charles Malcomb reviewed with the Board a suggested change to the proposed resolution for 75 Monroe 

Avenue due to concerns that were raised at the last meeting.  Mr. Malcom informed the Board that the 

resolution is an affirmation of the Board’s decisions in 2012.   Mr Malomb reviewed the change they 

proposed in the proclamation presented, which was paragraph six to read on the orginial terms.   

 

Motion Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Galusha, to approve the resolution addressing the 

Information Submitted by FOPV in Regard to Brownfield Credits and LWRP Grant Funds, including 

Supplemental Submissions by FOPV and PCP, Reaffirming the Board of Trustees' Decision Issuing the 

Special Use Permits for the Westport Crossing Project at 75 Monroe Avenue, Reaffirming the Regulating 

Plan as an Integral Component of the Special Use Permits, and Reissuing the Special Use Permits for the 

Project as Initially Reviewed and Approved. 

Vote:  Corby – yes, Lanphear– yes,  Galusha – yes, Keating – no.  Motion carried. 

 
SEE ATTACHED RESOLUTION     

 

Trustee Keating made the following statement: 

 
I don’t want to say too much about why I voted no, because I don’t want to give any fuel to those who are suing the 

Village.  I do want to say this though.    We spent a lot of money on this Resolution regarding the Open Meetings 

Violation.  And yes, we have every right to defend ourselves.  That’s what we’ve done.   

 

My concern is that, no matter how we write this Resolution with a capital R, it doesn’t get us much closer to the 

overall resolution with a little r.   

 

But my bigger concern is that, in my 16 months on this board, we’ve never talked about how we get to a resolution.  

We’ve talked about our next steps for litigation, but we’ve never talked how to resolve the overall situation.  We’ve 

never talked about negotiation or what we truly want or where we are or are not willing to compromise.   
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I believe we have an incentive difference with our counsel.  Our lawyers have the incentive to win the case that’s in 

front of them.  I get that.  It’s what we hired them to do.   

 

And we want that too, but we also want to get to a resolution, one that gets us out of the cycle of chess moves and 

legal fees.  Winning the litigation and resolving this dispute may not be the same thing.   

 

Success for the Village may come from winning a case, or it may come from a reasonable agreement with the 

developer and other litigants.   

 

So, my vote is no because I want to call for the leadership in the Village to talk about ways to resolve the overall 

dispute, to get at the root conflict.  I think we need to decide what we want within the bounds of the law and within 

the bounds of what was or wasn’t agreed to and sit down at a table to work to a resolution.   

 

And yes, we may have tried that before and it may have failed.  But maybe we try it with different people in the 

room.   And what’s our alternative?  To keep burning money on lawyers.  My concern with that, besides the cost that 

the taxpayers bear is that when you’re in the legal process…the just thing, the right thing, doesn’t always happen.  

There are no guarantees.  There is risk.  Anything can happen.   

 

I hear the people who say that the soul of the Village is at stake here.  And I hear the people who say, ‘we’re 

spending too much on lawyers.’  Those don’t have to be mutually exclusive. I want resolution, I want the soul of our 

village intact, but I also want lower legal bills.   

 

So, my no vote is a call for us to work actively on ways to get to a resolution as much as we work on legal 

maneuvering.  I believe that’s our job and we need to do it.     

 

Mayor Corby questioned the Board if any members have had any private meetings with the applicant.  

Trustee Lanphear, Trustee Galusha and Trustee Keating responded that they had not.   Mayor Corby 

questioned Trustee Keating that he was informed by Bill McBride that he had seen him meeting with 

Chris Dimarzo.   Trustee Keating questioned how you define a meeting.  Trustee Keating indicated that 

he had talked to Chris Dimarzo before.   Mayor Corby stated you had a conversation but not a meeting.   

Mayor Corby asked if that was correct.   He requested the Trustee Keating share the conversation with the 

rest of the Board or would he like to keep that private.   Trustee Keating requested that the questopm be 

repeated.  He indicated that all the Board members at one time or another talk to the owner or Don Riley.   

Mayor Corby indicated that the question is have you had any recent private meetings with the Applicant 

and discussed the resolution that we are discussing this evening.   Trustee Keating indicated that he had 

not.   Mayor Corby questioned if Trustee Keating had any conversations with the applicant related to this 

issue.   Trustee Keating stated he had not.   Trustee Keating questioned if he met about 75 Monroe.  

Mayor Corby stated the resolution regarding the judge’s order that we hold a public hearing about that we 

are discussing.   Trustee Keating stated he has had no conversation, that he has not said a word.   Mayor 

Corby stated that if he had heard him correct that, then he was stating that he had not had a conversation 

with the applicant regarding the resolution the Board was considering tonight.  Mayor Corby indicated 

that he was just trying to clarify.   Trustee Keating answered correct.    

 

PROCLAMATION ON INCLUSIVENESS 

 
Mayor Corby discussed with the Board and public that this was a proclamation to follow up from the previous two 

meetings on the proclamation on Racism, which was boarder in scale to include all the marginalized groups.  

 

Motion Trustee Lanphear, seconded by Trustee Galusha, to approve the following resolution on 

Inclusiveness.    

Vote:  Corby – yes,  Lanphear– yes,  Galusha – yes, Keating – yes, Motion carried. 
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WHEREAS, Pittsford Village is a diverse community that strives to be welcoming to all people, and 

 

WHEREAS, The Village Board of Trustees believes that discrimination on the basis of race, ethnicity, national 

origin, religion, age, gender, gender identity, marital status, or sexual orientation is unacceptable, and 

 

WHEREAS, Pittsford has a tradition of being a socially progressive place with a rich history of advocacy for social 

justice. Examples include Pittsford’s strong abolition activity including many Underground Railroad Stations within 

the Village; early achievements by Pittsford women in academia, politics and business, the community’s strong 

support of the urban suburban program, the Ecumenical Council, and the Pittsford Food Cupboard. 

 

WHEREAS, for many years the Village of Pittsford has had a nondiscrimination policy updated in 2013 and 2016. 

The Village Policy currently states: Our Village prohibits unlawful harassment against anyone, for any reason, 

including, but not limited to: race; color; sex; age; disability; religion; citizenship; national origin; ancestry; 

military status or veteran status; marital status; familial status; gender identity and expression; sexual orientation; 

status as a victim of domestic violence, stalking or sex offenses; predisposing genetic characteristics; genetic 

information and any other status protected by law. 

 

WHEREAS, the Village Board recognizes that living in a community comprising residents from diverse cultural, 

national ethnic and religious backgrounds enriches our community culture, our lives and for each of us broadens 

our understanding and appreciation of the world and our place in it. 

 

WHEREAS, in Pittsford we value our friends and neighbors for their character, regardless of their cultural 

background, regardless of who they love and regardless of any disability they may live with. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Village Board of Trustees, reaffirms our tradition and 

commitment to welcome all and to treat each person equally 

with dignity and with respect, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that as representatives of our community we will not tolerate prejudice or 

harassing behaviors and want all people to feel safe, valued and welcome in our Village and in the greater Pittsford 

Community we are a part of. 

 

CHANGE OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING FROM 7/9/19-7/23/19 

 

Mayor Corby discussed with the Board the suggested movement of the regularly scheduled meeting on 

July 9, 2019.   The Clerk informed the Board that since there was a special meeting scheduled for July 23, 

2019 they would be able to shift the Board items to that night and allow the Board to work solely on code 

review.   

 

Motion Trustee Lanphear, seconded by Trustee Galusha, to approve the movement of the Regularly 

scheduled Board meeting from July 9, 2019 to July 23, 2019.    

Vote:  Corby – yes,  Lanphear– yes,  Galusha – yes, Keating – yes, Motion carried. 

 

ATTORNEY UPDATE – HODGSON RUSS 

 

Mayor Corby questioned Mr. Malcomb if he could inform the Board on any information that he was 

aware of from the LWRP hearing that was held today.  

 

Mr. Malcomb informed the Board that he had heard second hand that the Court had remanded the LWRP 

back to the Planning Board for their proceedings.   Mindy Zoghlin moved to dismiss the Article 78 

proceedings, since there was a remedy in the code that had not been exhausted.   He heard second had that 

the court found that they needed to go back to the Planning Board to exhaust the administrative remedies.  
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The APRB and Zoning Board of Appeals have perfected their appeal, we are awaiting notice from the 

court for when that will be heard.  Mostly likely be heard in October or November term, decision 

sometime thereafter.    

 

Mr. Malcomb stated the next steps he would take with the resolution would be to inform the court that 

resolution that was made and we would be made.   The Clerk would be forwarding a certified copy of the 

resolution to Mr. Malcomb that evening to be filed with the Court.  

 

The Board scheduled an additional Code Review meeting on Thursday, July 11, 2019 at 5:30 PM.     

 

TREASURER’S REPORT  

 

The Village Clerk informed the Board the only item outstanding under the Treasuer’s report was the 

authorization from Trustee Keating that the outstanding Attorney bills were okay to be paid.   Trustee 

Keating informed the Board that he would prefer to wait on that payment he was still awaiting response 

from the Board chairs and would review further at their next meeting.   

 

The Clerk updated the Board on the repairs made to the Village Hall heating and air condition units due to 

the sanitary leak in the building.  She would keep the Board appraised as the situation develops.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Galusha, to adjourn the meeting at 5:25 PM until the 

consultants for the code update arrive for the meeting.    

Vote:  Corby – yes, Lanphear– yes,  Galusha Keating – yes. Motion carried. 

 

Motion Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Lanphear, to re-adjourn the meeting at 5:35 PM 

Vote:  Corby – yes, Lanphear– yes,  Galusha Keating – yes. Motion carried. 

 

CODE REVIEW 

 

Village Consultant, Molly Gaudioso, with Barton & Loguidice, worked with the Village Board on the 

continued discussion on the code for Chapter 211 and subdivision code.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion Mayor Corby, and seconded by Trustee Galusha, to adjourn the meeting at 9:50 PM. 

Vote:  Corby – yes, Galusha – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes.  Motion carried. 

____________________________________  

Dorothea M. Ciccarelli, Recording Secretary 


