
 

 

PROCEEDINGS OF A REGULAR MEETING  

OF THE VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

September 24, 2019 – 7:00 PM 

 

Present 

Mayor:    Robert Corby 

Trustees:   Lili Lanphear 

Frank Galusha 

Dan Keating 

Renee Stetzer  

Recording Secretary:    Dorothea M. Ciccarelli 

    

CALL TO ORDER 

  

Motion by Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Lanphear, and called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.   

Vote:  Corby – yes, Lanphear – yes, Galusha – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 

BOARD MEMBER – CONFLICTS OF INTEREST DISCLOSURE 

 

Mayor Corby asked if any of the Board members had a conflict of interest or had accepted gifts associated 

with any of the meeting agenda items.  The Board members indicated that they had no conflicts of interest 

to report.   

 

VILLAGE SPEED HUMP POLICY 

 

Mayor Corby and Trustee Galusha met with the Fire Department and Volunteer Ambulance.   Emergency 

services was concerned with the impact on the speed humps on their vehicles.  The Board had intended to 

put in speed humps on Maple Street, which the Village would not be doing now.   Mayor Corby discussed 

the need for the review of the traffic calming in the area should look at Maple Street and the broader 

context.   The Mayor would be following up with the Village’s traffic consultant on other methods to 

calm the traffic.   Trustee Stetzer questioned what actions can be done right now to slow down traffic.    

 

Residents from the neighborhood expressed concerns with how the street is used by traffic.  Maple Street 

Residents suggested the solution for the problem is the placement of stops signs.   Josianne Curtice, 12 

Maple Street that placement of stop signs on Rand Place and an additional stop sign on South Avenue.     

Mayor Corby indicated that stop signs might be the solution.   Trustee Keating discussed the timeline 

involved in getting the installment of stop signs.   Mayor Corby indicated that we would have SRF, the 

Village traffic consultant review the idea of the placement of stops signs and we could possible 

implement prior to winter.   Residents questioned if there was anything that could be done right now.   

The Board indicated that they would reach out to the Sheriff’s Department.    

 

Peter Brizee, 81 South Main Street, suggested that maybe a median on Maple Street might be a solution 

as well.  He also suggested that the possibility of installing the speed hump sideways might work.     

 

Mayor Corby suggested  that additional yield signs and midblock crosswalk  would assist with the traffic 

problem.    

 

Justin Vlietstra – 19 Boughton Street, stated that a stop sign is not always effective.  He suggested that 

having a police officer randomly patrol might be more effective.   He also expressed concerns to the 

Board that Wood Street and South Avenue were dangerous. 
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Mayor Corby discussed that the Village had tabled the project on South Street, we were taking a good 

look at the total infrastructure of the street.   The review of the needs of the Street has escalated all the 

cost will the rebuilding of the crosswalks and curbs.   The Village is hoping to schedule the project in the 

next budget year.   A resident suggested that the strips and crosswalks be made wider.   In addition,  

Mayor Corby spoke to the Board and the public about the work being done to set a lower speed limit on 

all Village Streets. He also indicated that some streets the appropriate speed limit is even lower than the 

proposed 25 miles per hour.    

 

75 MONROE AVENUE STATEMENT 

 

Mayor Corby read the following statement: 

Before we start, it's important to note that there are multiple active lawsuits regarding 75 Monroe.  The 

various parties are Pittsford Canalside Properties (PCP) a subsidiary of Mark IV Enterprises, the Planning 

and Zoning Board (PZBA), The Architectural Preservation Review Board (APRB), The Trustees, and 

Friends of Pittsford Village (FoPV). 

 In most cases, the Trustees aren't involved in these cases.  One is brought by PCP against the 

PZBA.  Another is between PCP and the APRB.  Yet another is initiated by FoPV against PCP and the 

Trustees. There are several more.   

Two weeks ago, Mr. DiMarzio, a representative of PCP, asked to work with us to negotiate to settle the 

75 Monroe lawsuits.  

We the Trustees support the idea of resolving all litigation, but cannot do so alone, and are especially 

limited in the case Mr. DiMarzio referenced, as we are not the party that initiated the lawsuits. 

The specific case in discussion was brought by FoPV against PCP and the Trustees, so the Trustees don't 

have the power to settle the case alone.   We can't settle a case that we didn't bring.  

But, in the spirit of trying to resolve matters, we're asking PCP to provide a written, firm settlement offer 

and we'll respond in a timely manner.  We're asking them to bring a firm offer to resolve this in a way that 

might satisfy the multiple parties involved and we'll do what we can to bring the various parties to the 

table.  

We look forward to next steps.” 

 

Len Parker  – 46 Rand Place, asked who is the spokesperson for the FOPV. Mayor Corby responded that 

the president of FOPV is Amy Vlietstra and their legal counsel is Alan Knauf, but is not sure what the 

current membership is. 

 

Dave McGeough- 28 Washington Avenue,  questioned if Mark IV is asking the Village Board to be the 

facilitator between them and the HPB and PZBA boards, working with Mark IV to come up with a 

solution and present it to the two boards.  Mayor Corby responded the Village Board could promote it but 

has no legal right to mandate what either board does, as the HPB and the PZBA boards both are 

independent.  There is an operational firewall between each of these boards.  The Village Board would 

support any viable proposal.  The Village Board has the least amount of influence with FOPV, and 

actually Mark IV and the Village are on the same side in the current case with FOPV.  David McKeough 

asked how to find out the strategy of the HPB and PZBA boards.  Mayor Corby stated the Village board 

cannot speak for those boards.  He added that in terms of the process, the Village has been the defendant 

in all of the lawsuits.  A municipality is legally bound to respond to every case no matter the merits, and 

the schedule that follows is at the mercy of the courts.  The original case was filed over six years ago and 

has cost not only the Village but also the applicant hundreds of thousands of dollars.  There are a lot of 

moving pieces and it’s difficult keeping all of these cases straight. trustee Keating suggested contacting 



Proceedings of a Meeting of the Board of Trustees 

 September 24, 2019 

 

3 

each individual board.  Mr. McKeough commented on the history of the process.  Mayor Corby stated 

there is a proposal for an enhanced newsletter on the agenda tonight.  

 

Peter Brizee – 81 South Main Street, asked if there is a proposal with Mark IV to share the legal fees to be 

paid to Alan Knauf, the attorney for FOPV.  Mayor Corby stated there is no proposal at this time. Mr. 

Brizee asked why the judge determined that the Village was responsible for those fees.  Mayor Corby 

stated upon advice from counsel he cannot comment on that tonight. 

 

David Ferris – 27 Monroe Avenue, commented on the subject of the legal fees to change the focus away 

from the fact of the size and scale of the project which the HPB has jurisdiction over, and they have never 

entered a case for financial hardship. 

 

Alysa Plummer – 66 South Main Street,  stated there has never been a case for hardship presented to any 

of the boards by the applicant.  Mayor Corby affirmed that. 

 

David Ferris– 27 Monroe Avenue, commented on the fees for the open meetings law. 

 

Susan Lhota – 111 S. Main Street,  asked if the Village board anticipated a new site plan.  In terms of the 

settlement proposal Mayor Corby stated they don’t know what to expect.  In the past when different 

parties try to negotiate with them, there is the premise of the negotiation but when they get to the table the 

applicant takes three steps back, instead of having a real proposal.  This time they have been asked for a 

written specific proposal that they can respond to and can then be directed to the parties that would be 

involved.   

 

Mayor Corby answered a question about how a board member is appointed, and then explained how 

operational firewalls work between the boards, and their jurisdiction.  He also explained how the Village 

board is financially responsible for litigation; the Village board has an obligation to provide the money 

necessary for the boards to operate.  The boards are allowed to choose their own counsel. 

 

Peggy Brizee – 81 South Main Street,  asked if the offer by Mark IV will be public.  Mayor Corby replied 

that normally when you enter into a settlement agreement, it would be confidential until an outcome is 

achieved, and that protects both parties in the negotiation with a nondisclosure clause.  She also asked 

how the FOPV would be involved in the negotiation.  Mayor Corby stated he did not know the answer to 

that question.  Ms. Brizee then asked what would be the judge’s involvement, that the judge has caused 

much of the length of the lawsuits because he has not made any decisions. 

 

Dave McGeough - 28 Washington Avenue,  asked Mayor Corby to explain the nondisclosure portion of 

the settlement process, his concern being the open meetings law.  Mayor Corby explained any time you 

enter into a negotiation it is standard practice to have a nondisclosure agreement, and it is so that the 

parties can have a free discussion without anything being used against the other in the future. Once a 

conceptual agreement has been made, then there can no longer be any closed meetings.  Trustee Keating 

stated that once there is a written proposal, the Village will first contact their attorney and ask what to do. 

Alysa Plummer asked how do HPB, PZBA, and the Village boards come together to create some sort of 

final decision.  Trustee Lanphear stated that to be clear the only two boards that have a final say are the 

HBPB and the PZBA, and the hope is the developer would present a written proposal for consideration. 

 

An audience member questioned what a normal citizen can, not a member of any board, do instead of 

just waiting. Mayor Corby stated there’s a legal process here, and each board member has taken an 

oath of office to follow NYS Village Law, and that’s why it takes so long. 
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Dave McGeough - 28 Washington Avenue,  stated how important it is to adhere to the Village 

Comprehensive Plan, and the code as written, and it is the role of the trustees to be the middleman.  It’s 

important as residents to recognize the role of the Trustees and to support the work they and the other 

boards have done.  Mayor Corby acknowledged the hard work over the years the boards have done.  

Susan Lhota commented that all decisions are supported by carefully worded findings that are public  

record, that are available for any citizen to access and then become educated to what is going on at the  

meetings. 

 

Dave McGeough - 28 Washington Avenue, asked what the case was that was referred to as begun six 

years ago.  Mayor Corby responded it was the FOPV open meetings law challenge to the Village of 

Pittsford. 

 

Peggy Brizee – 81 South Main Street, summed up the reason that if that first lawsuit had been decided 

back then, we wouldn’t be where we are today.  Discussion followed regarding the Village approving 167 

units. 

 

Audience member - questioned if the applicant presented something new would the boards all  

act independently, is there a risk that something new would be handled only at the Village board level.  

Mayor Corby stated the Village board would not interfere with the other boards.  

 

Susan Lhota – 111 S. Main Street, questioned the process of a new proposal.  Trustee Keating stated 

when Mark IV sent a very brief letter asking to negotiate, the Trustees then responded that they were in 

favor of a negotiation but they were not in any position to make any decisions and they would like to see 

a written proposal.  Ms. Lhota asked why the applicant approached the Trustees and not the HPB or the 

PZBA.  

 

Audience member - asked why they cannot know the members of FOPV.  Trustee Lanphear stated  

she believes that when an organization files a lawsuit, they are represented by a lawyer and are covered  

under the umbrella to remain anonymous.  She asked what the original lawsuit was.  Mayor Corby  

explained it was FOPV suing the Village over issuing the special use permit, the open meetings law and  

SEQRA review was not adequate.  Usually the remedy to an open meetings law challenge is to throw out  

whatever approval was granted.  The judge did not do that in this case. Mayor Corby explained the history 

of the PZBA and HPB lawsuits.  

 

Audience member -  asked if the HPB or the PZBA have reached out to Mark IV.  Mayor Corby stated 

the trustees is not part of the process. 

 

RECESS 

 

Motion Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Keating, to go into recess. 

Vote:  Corby – yes, Lanphear – yes, Galusha – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 

Motion Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Lanphear, to return to regular session at 8:15 PM.  

Vote:  Corby – yes, Lanphear – yes, Galusha – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 

NON-MUNICIPAL PERMIT – ROCHESTER PREP WEST CAMPUS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

 

A request was made by Angelina Shimkus, for the Rochester Prep West Campus Elementary School 

requested a Non-Municipal Permit to wrap Ovarian Cancer Awareness ribbons around lampposts and on 

benches or trees on North and South Main Streets, Monroe Avenue and State Street in the Village and be 

placed through the end of October.    
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Motion Trustee Lanphear, seconded by Mayor Corby, to  waive the 45-day requirement for non-

municipal permits.   

Vote:  Corby – yes, Lanphear – yes, Galusha – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Galusha, to approve the non-municipal use permit for the 

Rochester Prep West Campus Elementary School to wrap Ovarian Cancer Awareness ribbons around 

lampposts and on benches or trees on North and South Main Streets, Monroe Avenue and State Street in 

the Village and be placed through the end of October and to waive the insurance requirement along with  

the requirment to remove the ribbons immediately at the end of October.    

Vote:  Corby – yes, Lanphear – yes, Galusha – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

CODE REVIEW UPDATE SCHEDULE 

 

The Board discussed with the need to setup additional Code Review Meetings.  The Board 

agreed with the need for an emergency meeting on September 25, 2019 at 5:30 PM and on 

September 30, 2019 at 5:30 PM.    
 

MEMBER ITEMS 

 

Mayor Corby and Trustee Stetzer 

 

Mayor Corby discussed the Erie Canal project proposed by the Town of Pittsford which will be reviewed 

by the Village of Pittsford Planning and Zoning Board since a section of the trail will cross the Village.   

Mayor Corby stated that the project looked nice and he was encouraged by the project.    

 

Trustee Galusha    

 

Trustee Galusha discussed with the Board the previously proper procedure regarding press releases that 

had been agreed upon by the Village Board.    The Board in the past they had given the Mayor the power 

to take action as needed, to make statements to the press.   He indicated that when Mayor Corby sent out 

the press release to defending the position of the Village Board he acted in a proper manner.   Trustee 

Stetzer understood but requested that the trustees have a chance to see what is released to the media.    

 

Trustee Keating  

 

Discussed the opening of the records clerk position and questioned what steps were being taken to fulfill 

the position.  Mayor Corby informed the Board he had spoken to Sophie Bennett who has been assisting 

the previous records clerk if she would be interested in taking the position.   M.s Bennett informed him 

that she was willing to assist in the position.    

 

 

BUSH COMMUNICATION 

 

Mayor Corby reviewed the sample agreement provided by Bush for doing a Village newsletter.   There 

was concern with the proposed cost.   Mayor Corby would be following up with Bush on the numbers 

being suggested.   

 

ATTORNEY CLIENT MEETING 
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Motion Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Lanphear, to exit for an attorney client session.   

Vote:  Corby – yes, Lanphear – yes, Galusha – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 

Motion Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Lanphear, to return to regular session at 9:15 PM.  

Vote:  Corby – yes, Lanphear – yes, Galusha – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 

VILLAGE ATTORNEY 

   
 

TREASURER’S REPORT  

 

The Village Clerk presented vouchers listed on Abstract #9 of 2019 / 2020 fiscal year for approval.  A 

motion was made by Trustee Galusha, seconded by Trustee Keating, to approve payment of the vouchers 

listed on Abstract 9, in the amounts stated below and to charge them to the appropriate accounts. 

 

Vouchers for approval – Abstract #9 

• General Fund (225-233, 235-253):      $  16,736.92 

• Sewer Fund (234):       $       699.00 

Total Vouchers for Approval:      $  17,435.92 

 

Vote:  Corby – yes, Lanphear – yes, Galusha – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes Motion carried. 

 

VILLAGE CLERK  

 

The Village Clerk presented the Village Board with an official ethics form for approval.   The Village 

Board reviewed.    

 

Motion Trustee Keating, seconded by Mayor Corby , to authorize the Village Ethics Form.  

Vote:  Corby – yes, Lanphear – yes, Galusha – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes Motion carried. 

 

The Clerk discussed with the Board at the request of the Superintendent of Public Works plaques for 

donated village trees.   The clerk reviewed examples provided by the Superintendent, the Board indicated 

that they preferred the ground level plagues.   

 

MINUTES 

 

Motion Trustee Keating, seconded by Trustee Lanphear, to approve the Village Board of Trustees 

Code Review meeting minutes from May 14, 2019. 

Vote:  Corby – abstain, Lanphear – yes, Galusha – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 

Motion Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Stetzer, to approve the Village Board of Trustees Code 

Review meeting minutes from June 25, 2019. 

Vote:  Corby – yes, Lanphear – abstain, Galusha – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 

Motion Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Galusha, to approve the Village Board of Trustees 

meeting minutes from August 13, 2019. 

Vote:  Corby – yes, Lanphear – yes, Galusha – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 

Motion Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Galusha, to approve the Village Board of Trustees Code 

Review meeting minutes from August 13, 2019. 

Vote:  Corby – yes, Lanphear – yes, Galusha – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 
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Motion Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Lanphear, to approve the Village Board of Trustees Code 

Review meeting minutes from August 20, 2019. 

Vote:  Corby – yes, Lanphear – yes, Galusha – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Motion Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Keating, to enter executive session on specific employee 

matter.  

Vote:  Corby – yes, Lanphear – yes, Galusha – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 

Motion Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Galusha, to return to regular session at 9:58 PM.  

Vote:  Corby – yes, Lanphear – yes, Galusha – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion Mayor Corby, and seconded by Trustee Galusha, to adjourn the meeting at 9:59 PM. 

Vote:  Corby – yes, Lanphear – yes, Galusha – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 

 

____________________________________  

Dorothea M. Ciccarelli, Recording Secretary 

 


