
PROCEEDINGS OF A SPECIAL MEETING  

OF THE VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

December 10, 2019 – 7:00 PM 

 

Present 

Mayor:    Robert Corby  

Trustees:   Dan Keating 

Renee Stetzer 

Recording Secretary:    Dorothea M. Ciccarelli 

    

CALL TO ORDER 

  

Motion by Trustee Keating, seconded by Trustee Stetzer, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.   

Vote:  Corby – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 

BOARD MEMBER – CONFLICTS OF INTEREST DISCLOSURE 

 

Mayor Corby asked if any of the Board members had a conflict of interest or had accepted gifts associated 

with any of the meeting agenda items.  The Board members indicated that they had no conflicts of interest 

to report.   

 

NON-MUNICIPAL PERMIT  

 

The Chabad Lubavitch of Pittsford requested a non-municipal permit to hold their annual menorah 

lighting on December 23 at 6 PM. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Motion by Trustee Keating, seconded by Trustee Stetzer, to approve the non-municipal permit for 

Chabad Lubavitch of Pittsford and waive the 45-day notice requirement for their annual menorah lighting.     

Vote:  Corby – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 

MAPLE STREET TRAFFIC CALMING 

 

Mayor Corby informed the Board that there are no further actions at this time as we are awaiting a plan of 

action from SRF. 

 

SRF PROPOSAL FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 

Mayor Corby and Trustee Stetzer reviewed the proposal presented by SRF for engineering services 

related to traffic-calming assessments.   Trustee Keating questioned if the study was necessary.   Mayor 

Corby responded that it is worthwhile, given the access issues and that our traffic-calming policy calls for 

it.  It also protects the Village, and all our actions taken would be in concert.   Trustee Stetzer  responded 

that the Emergency Services group requested that the Village conduct a study prior to any changes being 

done and to have a Village-wide plan.   This would provide a coordinated plan for the Maple Street area 

and would help avoid wasting money on items that will not work.    

 

Motion by Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Keating, to approve the quote from SRF Associates for 

the cost of $5,800, subject to approval by the Village Board before they go into additional hours.     

Vote:  Corby – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 
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CROSSING GUARD AT MAPLE & SOUTH STREETS 

 

Mayor Corby discussed with the Board the possibility of using the new parking monitor to work as a  

crossing guard at  Jefferson Road School.   The Board will have to look at his hours and see what 

equipment would be needed.   The Board also requested that the Clerk review the option with the 

Village’s Insurance agent, Gary Wilkins to see what impact it would have.   The Clerk will report back to 

the Board once she has reviewed all the factors involved.  

 

NEW CODE REVISIONS 

 

Mayor Corby informed the Board that he attended the most recent Planning Board meetings.   The 

Planning Board and the Building Inspector have been reviewing the new code and have found some 

concerns.   He has suggested to the Planning Board and Building Inspector that they should create a list 

over the next few months of needed changes.   This would allow everyone to use the code and locate 

other items that might require additional changes. Then, after they have been reviewed, we would be able 

to make the necessary steps to correct them at one time.   In addition, Mayor Corby suggested that the 

Village Board meet with the Planning Board and the Building Inspector to review their concerns at a 

future date.   Trustee Keating suggested that we use the documents from the consultants and create a 

master Google document.    

 

Justin Vlietstra, Planning Board Chairman, discussed his concerns with the new code and requested that 

some clarification be given on some issues related to the parking for Main Street businesses.  

  

Mayor Corby indicated he would review Mr. Vlietstra’s concerns.    

 
STONEGATE SEWERS 

 

Property owner of 8 Stonegate, Michael Kashtan, moved into the Village five years ago.   Three years 

ago, he experienced a similar incident with a sewer backup into his basement.   Last Tuesday, his 

basement was flooded again, and this time more damage was done.   He made a video of the incident and 

shared the content with his neighbors.   Mayor Corby indicated that the Village will investigate the 

incident and view of the pipe will be completed.   Mr. Kashtan expressed concerns for the age of the pipe 

and has hired a civil engineer for his property.   He is looking for a commitment from the Village to 

rectify the situation and would appreciate being informed on updates.   

 

Mayor Corby reviewed the history of the sewer lines. The Village installed the sewer system in the 

1930’s, and there was never any authorization for stormwater running into the sewer lines.   He  will  have 

the Village Engineer; the Superintendent of Public Works, and the Building Inspector  review the area.   

The Building Inspector will act as a go-between for the parties to keep Mr. Kashtan informed.   An action 

plan was created as follows: 

 

Owner: 

• Work with his own Civil Engineer. 

• Use Building Inspector as your point person. 

Building Inspector: 

• Contact Mr. Rooter to see if they have film. 

• Interface with Scott Harter, our engineer, in coordination with Superintendent. 

• Coordinate with the Town and Village DPW, in coordination with Superintendent. 

• Go out there with our camera crew.   

• Survey what is upstream. 
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Office: 

• History of the sewer system affecting 8 Stonegate.   

Superintendent of Public Works: 

• Report on the last time the roots were trimmed back. 

• Report on the last time the line was flushed. 

• Dye & downspouts on #8 and #6.   

Trustees: 

• Will need an easement if we have to dig.   

• Interface with Scott Harter after the camera footage comes in.   

 

STATE STREET BRIDGE CLOSING 

 

Mayor Corby and Trustee Stetzer informed the Board that the official detour for the closed bridge will be 

east bound to 31F.   It is expected that the public will use Schoen Place as a detour as well.  From this 

usage, we could anticipate damage to the speed humps and possibly needing to repave the street.   

Discussion with the DOT has suggested that a temporary stop light, which the Board thought could be 

made permanent, would be a great idea to help slow down the traffic.  It was suggested that a meeting 

with the local businesses on Schoen Place would be in order.  Steve Lauth indicated that he would prepare 

a contact list for the businesses.   The DOT is holding a meeting at the Library on December 17, 2019, 

between 2 – 5 PM, to review the details.   The Village anticipates that there will be another meeting 

scheduled as well.   Trustee Stetzer also stated that the DOT wants to hear from the Board on measures 

that they would like to see taken during the closing.    

 

AIRBNB /VRBO 

 

Trustee Keating reported that a resident indicated that there had been a problem on Maple Street.  A 

house on the street has been used as an AIRBNB and there had been problems about a year ago.  Students 

had rented the property for a party house, and it was a nuisance to the neighbors. The Village told them 

that the best recourse is to call the Police Department.   The Board had discussed something specific in 

the code, but it was never finished.   One of the ideas done by other municipalities was that a person could 

rent the property on these sites if it was their primary residence, and that earning a profit is not 

encouraged.   Trustee Keating wanted to reintroduce the topic since it is a problem for this neighborhood.    

Steve Lauth indicated that he had a discussion with the Mayor that having the owner live there makes a 

big difference on how the property is used.   That with regulations, the Village could make those 

stipulations.   Mayor Corby suggested that the Board review the ordinances from other municipalities, 

such as the Town of Victor or the Village of Skaneateles.   Trustee Keating suggested that it go on the list 

of code revisions to review.   Mayor Corby indicated that in a good model ordinance, some of the legal 

issues would have already been vetted.   The Village Attorney indicated that it is an illegal use at this 

time,   which could be enforced if there is an issue.   The attorney indicated that if it is not permitted, it is 

not allowed, but you can make it an allowed use with a proper code.   The Building Inspector will collect 

model codes for the Board to review.  The Board is in favor of allowing this use with proper restrictions 

in the code.   

 

SEQR TOWN PARK 

 

Mayor Corby informed the Board that the Village has received from the Town of Pittsford a request to be 

lead agency for SEQR related to the Erie Canal Park and Preserve.   Mayor Corby did not have a problem 

with this request.   Trustee Keating questioned the Planning Board Chairman if he had seen the document.  

Justin Vlietstra indicated that he had, and his Board had already processed it and might be sending along 

comments regarding the project.    
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Motion by Trustee Stetzer, seconded by Trustee Keating, that the Village of Pittsford does not wish to 

be lead agency, and to authorize Mayor Corby to sign the lead agency paperwork for SEQR for the Erie 

Canal Park and Preserve.     

Vote:  Corby – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 

UNION CONTRACT 

 

Mayor Corby reviewed the status of the Union Contract with the Teamsters.   He informed the Board that 

he and Trustee Galusha met with David Weilert and Brad VanBortle, the union steward, on Friday.   

Currently, we have resolved most issues with the union, and the Village has proposed a 2.5% increase to 

salaries, given a recent survey had shown that our current salaries and starting salaries are below market 

average.   One of the needs for the DPW is to be able to hire employees with a certain skill set.   We have 

lost employees to other municipalities.  The Village’s Labor Attorney, Christian Casini, reviewed the 

contract, and we are following up with Mr. Weilert on a few changes.   It will be presented at a special 

meeting to be scheduled.    

 

MEMBER ITEMS 

 

Trustee Keating questioned Justin Vlietstra and Steve Lauth about a sign for the Copper Kettle Brewery.   

Discussion was had on the process, and it was suggested that the Chairman do a referral to the HPB for 

advice for the PZBA on the sign request.   The owner should contact the Building Inspector to start the 

process.   

 

OFFICE STAFFING COMMITTEE 

 

The Village Clerk informed the Board that the Village Treasurer has officially notified the Village that 

she will be retiring from the Village as of December 27, 2019.   We are currently working on retaining her 

for a short term to help transition the Village with her departure.   Mayor Corby also stated that Ms. 

Marowski is willing to work full-time for a few months to assist the Village with the budget process as 

well.   She might be able to stay longer part-time, depending on her plans.   The Office Staffing 

Committee is looking at several options for the needs of the office and anticipates having a plan within 

the next couple months.   

 

75 MONROE AVENUE 

 

Mayor Corby received a call this morning from Christopher DiMarzo asking to meet with the Village 

Board to discuss a proposed reduction in the settlement with Alan Knauf.   He informed him that he 

would be happy to meet with him but would need to bring another Trustee to the meeting and would have 

to speak to the rest of the Board.   The Mayor also received a phone call from Village Attorney, Chuck 

Malcomb, and he would like to speak to the Board about the settlement proposal with Alan Knauf.   We 

will need to follow up with the rest of the Board on dates that would work for the Board.   The Clerk 

questioned the availability of the Board members for a special meeting on Tuesday, December 17.   The 

members present indicated that date would be available.    

 

Trustee Stetzer questioned when Mayor Corby would be meeting with Mr. DiMarzo.  The Mayor 

indicated he would be speaking to Chuck Malcomb on the meeting and working with another Trustee to 

schedule a free time for the meeting.    Trustee Keating indicated he would be happy to accompany Mayor 

Corby to the meeting.   After discussions with Chuck Malcomb, the Mayor and Trustee Keating will 

select a date to meet.    
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75 MONROE COMMUNITY MEETING 

 

Trustee Keating indicated the Board should speak to Chuck Malcomb on this issue as well, since he was 

unclear what their involvement would be.   Trustee Keating is envisioning a short declaration where we 

discuss the litigation, and then open the meeting up to the public for questions and answers.  He would 

like to get in on the calendar and get our statements approved.   Mayor Corby indicated that he had 

spoken to the Chairman for HPB, Bill McBride, and Susan Lhota, PZBA, both would like to present their 

part in the process.   That would be helpful since this will show the public that this is not only a Village 

Board issue but involves all the Boards.   The Board is currently looking at February or March for the 

meeting.   

 

MEMBER ITEMS CONTINUED 

 

Trustee Stetzer reviewed a traffic incident that had happened on the corner of South and State Street with 

a pedestrian being hit.  The Board had spoken in the past about the removal of the right-hand turn lane 

and other issues at the corner.     She wanted to make sure that with the SRF overview of the South Street 

area the Board approved, they take a good look at that corridor for improvements.   Mayor Corby agreed 

it was an optimal time for the review.   

 

BUILDING INSPECTOR REPORT 

 

Steve Lauth reviewed his report with the Board. He did a summary of the building permits issued in the 

past year for the Village.   He indicated there was an uptick in the work being completed in the Village.   

He had some suggestions for changes with the new code that he will be forwarding to Trustee Keating for 

review with the Board at a later date.   He also indicated that he will be working with the owner on 

Stonegate to help resolve the issue.    

 

VILLAGE ATTORNEY  

 

The Village Attorney presented to the Board an updated Intermunicipal Agreement with the Town of 

Pittsford.   

 

Motion by Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Keating,  to renew the labor and equipment sharing 

Intermunicipal Agreement with the Town of Pittsford for the period of January 1, 2020 thru December 31, 

2025.  Vote:  Corby – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 

The Attorney also informed the Board that he is currently working on the Community Choice 

Aggregation contracts.  

 

TREASURER’S REPORT  

 

The Village Clerk presented vouchers listed on Abstract #13 of 2019 / 2020 fiscal year for approval.  A 

motion was made by Trustee Keating, seconded by Trustee Stetzer, to approve payment of the vouchers 

listed on Abstract #13, in the amounts stated below and to charge them to the appropriate accounts. 

 

Vouchers for approval – Abstract #13 

• General Fund (#338-#388):       $  30,117.07 

• Sewer Fund (#377)       $       136.39 

Total Vouchers for Approval:      $  30,253.46 
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Vote:  Corby – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes Motion carried. 

 

CLERKS REPORT 

 

The Village Clerk reviewed the General Code estimate, which included all the outstanding code updates.   

 

Motion by Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Stetzer,  to authorize the General Code estimate for 

Supplemental No. 52.   Vote:  Corby – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 

The Clerk reviewed the request from the Citizen Campaign for the Environment.   

 

Motion by Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Stetzer,  to authorize the request from the Citizen 

Campaign for the Environment.   Vote:  Corby – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 

2020 Meeting Dates 

 

The Clerk reviewed the 2020 Meeting dates.  

 

Motion by Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Keating,  to authorize the 2020 meeting dates.    

Vote:  Corby – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Motion Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Keating, to exit for an executive session to discuss a 

potential litigation.    

Vote:  Corby – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 

Motion Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Stetzer, to return to regular session at 8:30 PM.  

Vote:  Corby – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 

CLAIM 

 

Motion Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Keating, to authorize the payment of a claim from 

Geraldine Kemnitz for $661.18, with a signed release from further claims.   

Vote:  Corby – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Keating  to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 PM. 

Vote:  Corby – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 

 

____________________________________  

Dorothea M. Ciccarelli, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 


