
 

PROCEEDINGS OF A SPECIAL MEETING  

OF THE VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

November 21, 2019 – 7:00 PM 

 

Present 

Mayor:    Robert Corby  

Trustees:   Lili Lanphear 

Dan Keating 

Renee Stetzer  

Recording Secretary:    Dorothea M. Ciccarelli 

    

CALL TO ORDER 

  

Motion by Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Lanphear, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.   

Vote:  Corby – yes,  Lanphear – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 

BOARD MEMBER – CONFLICTS OF INTEREST DISCLOSURE 

 

Mayor Corby asked if any of the Board members had a conflict of interest or had accepted gifts associated 

with any of the meeting agenda items.  The Board members indicated that they had no conflicts of interest 

to report.   

 

PUBLIC HEARING – ADOPTION OF 2019 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND REPEAL 

REPLACEMENT OF CHAPTER 211 (ZONING CODE, INCLUDING ZONING MAP AND 

ENACTMENT OF CHAPTER 212 (SUBDIVISION CODE)) 

 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public hearing will be held before the Village of Pittsford’s Board of Trustees on Thursday, 

November 21, 2019, at 7:00 PM in Village Hall located at 21 North Main Street, Pittsford, New York, 14534 on the following 

matter:  

 

REVIEW AND CONSIDERATION FOR ADOPTION BOTH AN UPDATED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND ZONING CODE, 

SPECIFICALLY:  

 

The 2019 Draft Comprehensive Plan, which is intended to serve as an update to the Village’s current 2002 Comprehensive Plan; 

and  

 

The 2019 Draft Zoning Code and Map, which is intended to fully repeal and replace the Village’s existing Chapter 210 (Zoning 

Code);  

 

Draft of the Village of Pittsford Subdivision Code intended after adoption to be chapter 212 of the code of the Village of 

Pittsford.  

 

Therefore, any and all public comments to this effect will be heard and recorded in accordance with NYS Law.  

The Village Board will, at the aforesaid time and place, hear all persons in support of this change or objections thereto. Persons 

may appear in person or by agent or attorney. Copies of the 2019 Draft Comprehensive Plan and 2019 Draft Zoning Code are 

available for review on the Village’s webpage (www.villageofpittsford.com) and at the Village Clerk’s office located at 21 North 

Main Street, Pittsford, New York, 14534 upon request or during normal business hours.  

 

Motion by Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Lanphear, opened the public hearing on the adoption 

of 2019 Comprehensive Plan and Repeal Replacement of Chapter 211 (Zoning Code, Including Zoning 

Map and Enactment of Chapter 212 (Subdivision Code)). 

Vote:  Corby – yes,  Lanphear – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 
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David Ferris, 27 Monroe Avenue – Applauded the Board for all the hard work put into the new code and 

hoped that it would be adopted this evening.    

 

Lisa Cove, 44 South Main Street - Expressed concerns about the Comprehensive Plan.   On page 21 of the 

Comprehensive Plan in the section that spoke about residents that bike to work, it indicated that there 

were zero residents.   She questioned how that number was derived.  She indicated that she is aware of 

three residents that bike to work.   She was concerned that this  has an impact on the Active 

Transportation Plan and would have a reflection on how we look at bikers.   On page 47 for the 

Comprehensive Plan under section E.  Promote Role of Erie Canal Connection to regional transportation 

effort, she was concerned that there is no access to one of the largest employers the University of 

Rochester.  She feels that there should be some kind of mention that residents cannot bike to the largest 

employer or downtown.   On page 49 under sustainable practices objective A,  she feels that we need to 

add with respect to Historic Preservation or something being sensitive to Historic Preservation, and she 

does not feel that is represented in that section.   Page 56 communication,   she is concerned with 

language that indicates coordination of Village and Town newsletters.   She feels that there should be 

collaboration between the Town and Village but feels the Village should have a separate newsletter.   On 

page 73 Community Enhancement number 5, should reflect the Phoenix Building regarding the historic 

fountain.   On page 79, Enhancement strategies the last bullet add the Historic Preservation Board review 

process.    

 

Peggy Caraberis, 81 South Main Street – Mrs. Caraberis read a statement from Historic Pittsford as 

follows:  On behalf of the Board of Historic Pittsford and its 100 members, I would like to congratulate 

the Village Board and the Comprehensive Plan Update Committee for bringing a creative plan for the 

future and for arguably more contemporary village zoning code as the result.   I would also like to thank 

the members of the Planning Board for their diligent work and input to the trustees, thus enabling an even 

better result for the community.   The Village government has always included Historic Pittsford as an 

interested agency in any of their major environmental reviews,  for which our Board and membership are 

very appreciative.   We are pleased to comment tonight on the draft Comprehensive Plan and the Updated 

Zoning Code.   These drafts being the product of 100’s of hours and dozens of months of human input for 

the benefit of the Village and residents.   These two initiatives will succeed in well positioning our 

Village for the immediate future while our economic and social environment continues to change.   The 

overarching themes of the preservation of the historic and cultural resources, combined with forward-

thinking conservation of natural resources and human made environment, will result in an even more 

environmentally responsible and sustainable future.    

 

Mrs. Caraberis further expressed that the new code seems appropriate and  goes far to articulate the intent 

of the Comprehensive Plan, while it simplifies for the public the zoning districts and what is expected of 

each of them.   She presented the Board with suggested changes.  She  encouraged the adoption of the 

plans, with acknowledgment that both are works in progress and living documents that can be amended as 

necessary. 

 

Trustee Keating thanked everyone for their comments regarding the documents.   He stated to Ms. Cove 

that the Board of Trustees agreed that they did not want to change the Comprehensive Plan much, out of 

respect for the committee that did so much work on the document.   But we do appreciate your comments 

that were very good and specific.   The Board only made grammar corrections to the document and left 

the spirit of the document intact.    

 

Trustee Lanphear indicated that we will be happy to discuss the recommendations and we still have the 

opportunity to change it.   
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Molly Gaudioso, Village consultant, commented that the data used regarding the number of people that 

bike to work was provided by the census data.   The numbers will be updated.  She indicated that 

language was included regarding people that work at home and in the Village.   Ms. Cove questioned if it 

could say less than 1% instead of zero.    

 

Peggy Caraberis -  asked what kind of changes can be made tonight.    Mayor Corby indicated that any 

non-substantial changes that do not make the code more restrictive.   Any other changes can be made at a 

later date.   Ms. Caraberis suggested that some tweaks still need to be made.  

 

David Marshall, 67 South Main - Commented that the cooperative effort of all the parties is outstanding.   

Understanding that issues can be addressed at a later date, he expressed concern related to two issues.   

The ADU comment and definitions specifically address non-connecting buildings.   The Comprehensive 

Plan specifically addresses new buildings as well as existing and allows the accessory building to be 

included in the primary housing not separate and distinct.   He indicated it would be nice to have the code 

reflect what the Comprehensive Plan asked for that ADU be an existing building.  He was fearful with the 

current setup that it would allow for chain applications.  He also commented on the Performance Zoning 

District, which is an overlay.   The PDE approval is contingent on the Board approval, in addition the site 

plan review whether or not it is accepted would still be contingent on the Board of Trustees for approval.  

His recommendation if the Village is to keep the PDE is that we go to a super majority for approval rather 

than the simple majority.    

  

The Board requested the Clerk to add to the agenda at the suggested changes at the next Board of Trustees 

meeting. 

 

Motion by Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Keating, closed the public hearing on the adoption of 

the  2019 Comprehensive Plan and Repeal Replacement of Chapter 211 (Zoning Code, Including Zoning 

Map and Enactment of Chapter 212 (Subdivision Code)). 

Vote:  Corby – yes,  Lanphear – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 

LWRP REVIEW (CH 121 OF VILLAGE CODE) 

 

Mayor Corby reviewed the checklist for the Pittsford Village Code Chapter 121 consistency review for 

the Adoption of the 2019 Comprehensive Plan Update.    

 

Motion by Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Keating, that the proposed action is consistent with the 

Local Waterfront Revitalization Program – Town and Village.   

Vote:  Corby – yes,  Lanphear – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Corby reviewed the checklist for the Pittsford Village Code Chapter 121 consistency review for 

the  proposed repeal/ replacement of Chapter 211 (including Zoning map), an enactment of Chapter 212.  

 

Motion by Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Keating, that the proposed action is consistent with the 

proposed repeal/ replacement of Chapter 211 (including Zoning map). 

Vote:  Corby – yes,  Lanphear – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 

SEQR DOCUMENTATION 

 

Mayor Corby reviewed and completed the Part 2 EAF for the proposed joint action (adopting the 2019 

Comprehensive Plan Update, repealing/replacing Chapter 211, including zoning map and enacting 

Chapter 212).  The Board then moved to make the following resolution  
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STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW ACT RESOLUTION REGARDING THE DRAFT 2019 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

UPDATE, ADOPTION OF THE NEW ZONING CODE, ZONING MAP AND SUB-DIVISION CODE OF THE VILLAGE OF 

PITTSFORD 

 

Motion by Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Lanphear, to approve the following resolution.  

Vote:  Corby – yes,  Lanphear – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 
 
WHEREAS, the Village of Pittsford Board of Trustees began the process of updating the Village’s Comprehensive Plan so that it could inform and 

guide the adoption of a new Zoning Code, Zoning Map and Sub-Division Code; and 

  
WHEREAS, the Village of Pittsford created a Comprehensive Plan Update Committee which has prepared and recommended an Updated 

Comprehensive Plan to the Board of Trustees of the Village of Pittsford; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees undertook a concurrent review of the Zoning Code of the Village of Pittsford with the intent of a total redraft 

and replacement of that Code with a new Zoning Code, Zoning Map and Sub-Division Code for the Village of Pittsford; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Pittsford has held a public hearing with regard to the adoption of the recommended 

Comprehensive Plan and Update, proposed new Zoning Code, new Zoning Map and Sub-Division Code for the Village of Pittsford on the 21st day 
of November, 2019; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Pittsford declared itself lead agency with regard to the adoption of an Updated Comprehensive 
Plan, new Zoning Code, new Zoning Map and Sub-Division Code for the Village of Pittsford and has completed a long environmental assessment 

form for the purpose of evaluating the environmental impacts of the adoption of the Updated Comprehensive Plan and the new Zoning Code, new 

Zoning Map and Sub-Division Code for the Village of Pittsford; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Pittsford has determined that the adoption of the Updated Comprehensive Plan, new Zoning 

Code, new Zoning Map and Sub-Division Code for the Village of Pittsford will not have any adverse impacts on the environment, the community, 
its character or quality of life; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of the Village of Pittsford 
hereby issues a negative declaration with regard to the adoption of the Updated Comprehensive Plan, new Zoning Code, new Zoning Map and 

Sub-Division Code for the Village of Pittsford with respect to SEQRA. 

 
This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

RESOLUTION TO UPDATE THE VILLAGE OF PITTSFORD COMPREHENSIVE PLAN  
 

Trustee Stetzer questioned the consultants as to how we could make changes as recommended from the public 

that evening.   Ms. Gaudioso suggested amending the resolution to include the items that the Board wished 

to amend.   Trustee Stetzer suggested the following changes be made as recommended by PZBA.   The 

first suggestion was to remove the caption for a drawing that was removed on page 88.   Trustee Stetzer 

discussed the suggestion from Ms. Cove regarding the number of people that bike to work.  Ms. Gaudioso 

suggested that they include in the narrative that there are individuals that commute to work.   The Board 

discussed the other items presented by Ms. Cove and decided the other changes were necessary.  The 

Board agreed with the suggested changes to the Comprehensive Plan.   
 

Motion by Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Keating, to approve the following resolution with the 

addition from public comment to amend page 88 and remove the caption language and to clarify the 

language around the number of bikers to work.  

Vote:  Corby – yes,  Lanphear – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 
 

WHEREAS, the Village of Pittsford Board of Trustees began the process of updating the Village’s Comprehensive Plan in December of 2017 to 
create an updated planning document upon which future planning and decision making may be based; and 

  

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan update process, under the direction of the Comprehensive Plan Committee with assistance from Barton & 
Loguidice, D.P.C. has resulted in the Draft 2019 Comprehensive Plan Update; and 

 

WHEREAS, a public open house was held for the review of such Draft 2019 Comprehensive Plan on the 8th day of July 2019, from 2:00 to 8:30PM 
at the First Presbyterian Church located at 21 Church Street, Pittsford, New York at which the Comprehensive Plan Committee received comment 

from the public on the Draft 2019 Comprehensive Plan Update; and 
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WHEREAS, a public hearing for the recommendation of adoption of such Draft Plan was held by the Comprehensive Plan Amendment Committee 

on the 8th day of June 2019, at 7:00 PM in which the Comprehensive Plan Committee received comment from the public and recommended by 
resolution that the Village of Pittsford Board of Trustees adopt the Draft 2019 Comprehensive Plan Update; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Pittsford has reviewed and discussed the public comment received at the public meetings held 
on June 16, 2018; December 1, 2018; and July 8, 2019; as noted in the public input summary and has further received the resolution recommending 

the adoption of the Draft 2019 Comprehensive Plan Update; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Pittsford held a public hearing for the adoption of the Draft 2019 Comprehensive Plan Update 

this day at the Village Hall of the Village of Pittsford at 7:00 PM, hearing all public comment in favor and/or in opposition to the proposed 
Comprehensive Plan Update; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Pittsford has determined that it is in the best interest of the Village to adopt the Comprehensive 
Plan Code Update recognizing that it not only identifies a unified community vision and priority policy areas, but provides a detailed action-

oriented framework for the achievement of such vision and policies; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Pittsford adopted a resolution issuing a negative SEQRA declaration for the adoption of the 

2019 Comprehensive Plan Update; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of the Village of Pittsford hereby adopts the 2019 Comprehensive Plan 

Update and recognizes it as an official update to the Village of Pittsford Comprehensive Plan. 

 
This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

ADOPTION OF LOCAL 5 OF 2019 

 

Trustee Stetzer reviewed the concerns from the PZBA on the Zoning code. The Board discussed the 

necessity of further review of the Code and Comprehensive Plan.  Mayor Corby suggested that we give 

the new code 3-6 months of use to see what other items will require changes.   The Board agreed that a 

discussion on the game plan for updating the code should be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.   

 

Motion by Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Keating, to adopt local law 5 of 2019 as presented 

below.  

Vote:  Corby – yes,  Lanphear – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 
BE IT HEREBY ENACTED BY THE VILLAGE BOARD OF THE VILLAGE OF PITTSFORD, MONROE COUNTY, NEW YORK, AS 

FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1, Title 

 

This local law shall be referred to as Local Law 5 of 2019, Village of Pittsford, Monroe County, New York, enacting a new Village Zoning Code, 

Zoning Map and Sub-Division Code attached hereto, which new Village Zoning Code and Map replace the existing Zoning Code of the Village of 

Pittsford. 
 

Section 2, Legislative Findings and Purpose 

 

The Village of Pittsford having recently adopted a comprehensive plan update, and the relationship between the comprehensive plan, zoning code 

and map, and sub-division code coupled with the fact that the zoning code has not undergone a comprehensive update since in or about 1956, 

and further given the fact that the Village of Pittsford has never had a stand-alone sub-division code, the Village of Pittsford has found it 
necessary to update and modernize its zoning code to address the current and changing needs of the community, to modify or eliminate obsolete 

or overly-complicated requirements and procedures, to make the code more user- friendly, to revise and streamline the procedural requirements 

for approvals, as well as make the standards for approvals clearer and consistent and to adopt a sub-division code. 

 

The Village believes that this local law will protect the public interest and welfare of its citizens and will promote the health, safety, and general 
welfare of the people of the Village of Pittsford. 

 

Section 3, New Zoning Code, Map and Sub-Division Code 

 

The Village of Pittsford by this Local Law hereby enacts Article 210 entitled “Village of Pittsford Zoning Code”, the Zoning Map and Chapter 

212 all as annexed hereto, and incorporates said new Zoning Code, Zoning Map and Sub-Division Code into the code of the Village of Pittsford 
to replace the existing Zoning Code at Chapter 210 and Zoning Map in its entirety, and to add Chapter 212. 

 

Section 4, SEQRA 
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Pursuant to the New York Code of Rules and Regulations, this Local Law is classified as a Type I action, and the Village of Pittsford has 

designated itself as lead agency and has completed a Long Form Environmental Assessment Form to determine the potential environmental 
significance of this Local Law, and upon review and consideration it has been determined that enactment of the new Zoning Code, Zoning Map 

and Sub-Division Code will have no significant adverse impact on the environmental because  

 
such enactment does not result in any physical changes to the environment including land or water within the Village of Pittsford, rather the new 

Zoning Code, Zoning Map and Sub-Division Code merely serve to update and modernize the existing code of the Village of Pittsford and to 
streamline zoning procedures and sub-division procedures, and this enactment does not impact any resources listed at Part 2 of THE EAF, and 

accordingly the Village has adopted a resolution on the 21st day of November, 2019 issuing a negative SEQRA declaration. 

 
Section 5, Validity 

 

The invalidity of any provision of this Local Law shall not affect the validity of any other provision of this Local Law that can be given effect 
without such invalid provision. 

 

Section 6, Default Approvals Abolished 

 

Notwithstanding any law, rule, or regulation to the contrary, no development approval shall be granted, deemed granted, or dispensed with as a 

result of the passage of time. 

 

Section 7, Superseding Inconsistent Law, if any 

 

The Village Board hereby declares its legislative authority to supersede any provision of any local law, rule, or regulation, and any provision of 

the state Village Law, or any other special law that may be declared inconsistent or in conflict with this local law. 

 
Section 8, Effective Date 

 

This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon its adoption by the Village Board of the Village of Pittsford and the filing thereof with the New 
York State Secretary of State. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion Mayor Corby, and seconded by Trustee Keating, to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 PM. 

Vote:  Corby – yes, Lanphear – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes. Motion carried. 

 

 

____________________________________  

Dorothea M. Ciccarelli, Recording Secretary 

 

 


