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PROCEEDINGS OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
October 10, 2017, 7 PM 

 
Present 
Mayor:   Robert Corby 
Trustees:   Lili Lanphear  

Margaret Caraberis 
David Ferris 
Frank Galusha 

Building Inspector:  Paul Alguire 
Recording Secretary:   Mary Marowski/Kaitlyn Moranz 
    
CALL TO ORDER  
Motion:   Mayor Corby made a motion, seconded by Trustee Lanphear, to call the meeting to order at 
7:00 PM.   
Vote: Corby – yes, Lanphear – yes, Caraberis – yes, Ferris – yes, Galusha – yes. Motion carried.  
 
BOARD MEMBER – CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURE 
Mayor Corby asked if any Board members had a conflict of interest or had accepted any gifts 
associated with any agenda items.  The Board members stated that they had no conflicts of interest to 
report regarding the issues being discussed at this meeting.   
 
APRB RETAINER AGREEMENT FOR THE 25/35 SCHOEN PLACE PROJECT 
An agreement between the Village of Pittsford and Attorney Jeffery Turner was presented for board 
review.  This retainer agreement is to employ Attorney Turner to represent the Architectural 
Preservation and Review Board in all matters related to the 25/35 Schoen Place project at the rate of 
$250 per hour and any of his associates who work on the same matters at $150 per hour.  This 
agreement does not include any additional expenses incurred by Attorney Turner or his law firm.  
Billing in said matters will occur on a monthly basis.  An escrow account to cover attorney fees will be 
established.   
Motion:  Trustee Lanphear made a motion, seconded by Trustee Ferris, to approve the retainer 
agreement for Attorney Jeffery Turner for APRB representation in all matters related to the 25/35 
Schoen Place project as presented.  Monies for attorney fees are to be paid from an established escrow 
account for the 25/35 Schoen Place project. 
Vote: Corby – yes, Lanphear – yes, Caraberis – yes, Ferris – yes, Galusha – yes. Motion carried. 
 

MEMBER ITEMS 

MAYOR CORBY 
Mayor Corby stated that he had a discussion with Melissa Carlson of NYSERDA regarding the 
Community Choice Aggregation consideration. The purpose of Community Choice Aggregation is to 
allow participating local governments to procure energy supply services and distribute energy 
resources for eligible energy customers in their community.  Eligible customers would have the 
opportunity to have more control to lower their overall energy costs.    Other local communities 
participating in this program include Scottsville, Geneva, and Lima. The Board is considering this 
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option however requires additional information regarding the program. Mayor Corby will follow up 
with representative Melissa Carlson. 
 
TRUSTEE LANPHEAR 
Trustee Lanphear reported that the presentation by General Code for updating our current code went 
very well.  However, in order to do a thorough overhaul of the current code, the estimated time frame 
for completion will take approximately 32 months.  The estimated completion time is of major concern 
and the Board is hoping to find ways to reduce that time.  Trustee Lanphear also stated that a follow up 
meeting with General Code is needed regarding what the next steps are.  It was further mentioned that 
other code firms are limited but that the Board would like to meet with them as well to determine their 
capabilities.   
 
Trustee Lanphear had inquired if the board had reviewed the new proposed moratorium. She stated 
that it would be beneficial to the community if the Board could explain the reasons for the moratorium.  
Mayor Corby stated the he had discussed the moratorium with residents and they are surprised to hear 
that all projects and progress would not stop. He suggested the use of a possible term “limited 
moratorium”, but as that is not a legal term it cannot be utilized. Trustee Galusha mentioned that there 
are points in the moratorium that give a good history and why the moratorium is needed, and if those 
can be properly explained, numerous issues and general confusion could be alleviated.  Mayor Corby 
would like to create a PowerPoint presentation to be used for the start of the moratorium meeting 
before opening the floor for public comment. This would include an explanation of the history of the 
moratorium and the context of proactive steps the village has taken to get to where we are. 

TRUSTEE CARABERIS 
Trustee Caraberis mentioned that the Town of Pittsford has started the site plan work on the Spiegel 
Center without permission. The Mayor will be consulting with Attorney Turner regarding the status of 
the Spiegel Center project and the Board’s concerns.  A letter will be sent out to the Town of Pittsford 
addressing the concerns of premature work. All work inspections will be performed by the Town of 
Pittsford.    
 

DPW REPORT – ZACH BLEIER 
Mr. Bleier presented his report to the Board of Trustees which included the following items: 
 
The new employee, Jay Holford, seems to be a good fit.  He is eager to learn and doing well so far. He 
has asked about reimbursement for CDL training. The treasurer explained the CDL license benefit as 
outlined in the employee manual.  

The 1997 Johnston Street Sweeper sold for $10,500 at the auction. 

Mr. Bleier stated that he had ordered two new street lights as previously approved for $4,700.  One 
street light will replace the fixture that had been hit at the corner of State Street and N. Main St.  An 
insurance claim for this pole was also submitted.  The second light will be used for future emergency 
replacement needs. The lights should arrive in approximately seven weeks. 

This season 22 catch basins were rebuilt. This is more than double the amount of previous years. Next 
season it will mainly be pre-emptive repairs. 
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There is a continuing drainage issue at Courtenay Circle and Heatherhurst Drive. Trustee Galusha 
stated that Mason Trenching provided a quote for $4,800 to address the catch basin repairs at this site.  
Due to the emergency nature of this repair, no other bids were sought.  Mason Trenching has done 
numerous repair projects throughout the Village.  They complete work safely and at a reasonable cost. 

Motion:  Mayor Corby made a motion, seconded by Trustee Ferris, to approve Mason Trenching for 
$4,800 for the repair of the catch basin at Courtenay Circle and Heatherhurst Drive. 
Vote: Corby – yes, Lanphear – yes, Caraberis – yes, Ferris – yes, Galusha – yes. Motion carried.  
 
The stone and metal entry fence on Heatherhurst Drive at Jefferson Road is in need of repair. The 
railing needs sanding, painting, and general repair.  The original construction of the fence included an 
electrical connection but currently that is disconnected. The structure will not be removed due to 
community input. A masonry contractor needs to be secured to do the repairs.  

Kaitie Moranz is currently inputting information into the new Highway Superintendent software as it 
is received. Overall, the program is considered useful and it will be more beneficial as input is 
completed.     

Leaf pick-up will begin in a couple of weeks. The leaf machine is currently out for repairs at the Town 
of Pittsford. 

Bike racks, urns, and flowers will all be removed from the sidewalks by the end of October in 
preparation of the winter season.   

BUILDING INSPECTOR REPORT – PAUL ALGUIRE 
Mr. Alguire presented his report to the Board of Trustees which included the following items: 
 
The T Y Lin proposal, dated September 29, 2017, regarding the 25/35 Schoen Place redevelopment, 
was discussed.  The Board was in agreement to proceed with Task 1 of the proposal (Review 
Application for Compliance with the Submission Requirements of the Village Code).  The proposed 
fees for this task are estimated at $1,600, which is sanctioned under the Procurement Policy.  

The Building Inspector provided a summary of applications that had been presented before the two 
lower boards this month.   

APRB Approvals: 
40 Sutherland Street: Pillar 
11 Washington Avenue: Windows 
24 State Street: Sign 
36 Main Street: Windows are still under review. Possible solution includes stained glass to 
cover the glass blocks.  

 
PZBA Approvals: 

31 State Street – Chase Bank has not been put on the agenda yet due to lack of site plan. 
 

Complaints/Violations: 
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56 Monroe Avenue – Some violations have been corrected but there are still several that have not 
been addressed. 
3 S. Main Street – They have received three violation notices on the Bilco door; an appearance ticket 
will be issued. 
17 Green Hill – Has been allowed some leniency on the continued violations due to progress with the 
roof and painting. 
85 S. Main – There is a second violation for the windows and skylight. The owner has been requested 
to provide an agreement outlining a timeline for window replacement. If no response is received, an 
appearance ticket will be issued.  
59E-F Monroe Ave – The lighting is a nuisance to neighbors and the poles were installed without a 
permit. 
44 N. Main Street – There is a vacant building at this location. The Building Inspector will meet with 
the complainant. 
43 N. Main Street – The Delmonte has dismantled a temporary building.  They will restore the area 
with a landscaping project which will include new trees and updated lighting.   

 
Mr. Alguire met with Civil Engineer, Scott Harter, regarding the status of the retention ponds located 
at the properties of the Pittsford Dairy, Ted Collins, Powers Farm, and Northfield Common.  Mr. 
Harter will provide a report regarding his evaluation of these ponds and his recommendations for 
remediation.  

The Building Inspector brought up for review the vendors servicing the village for electrical 
inspections.  NYIA is requesting a letter of recommendation to RGE to allow them to inspect services 
within the village.  Upon general discussion of providers, the Board of Trustees decided to limit 
electrical inspectors to MDIA and Commonwealth. 

A request to open a brewery in Northfield Commons was made by Bryon Meyer. He was informed 
that consideration would only be made for a restaurant and its related parking requirements. 

The moratorium on new restaurants in the village has expired.  An outstanding item the Board still 
needs to consider is what alcohol serving uses would be allowed. The proposed moratorium will 
consider an exemption to amendments to special use permits.   

Sutherland Auto is allowed 14 cars on the premises. Currently the business is in violation of the 
existing site plan. 

24 Church Street is up for sale.  The location is advertised as a double, however it has been used as a 
single-family residence. If improvements were made as a double, they were done so illegally.  

Splyce, a tentatively new videography business, is proposed for a retail space in the Burdett Building.  
The Building Inspector requires more information about what this business is and what is proposed to 
be sold at this location.  

31 N. Main Street – The lawyer’s office at this location replaced the front wood door with a new one.  
This owner will need to go to APRB for approval of the new wood door. 

9 Boughton Avenue – The owner is glazing the windows. 
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NEW BUSINESSES IN THE VILLAGE: 

Sea Her Shine, 15 S. Main St.: An instructional dance business that also sells mermaid costumes 
Music Together, 25 State St.: A music instruction business that changed locations within the Village  
WellBEING, 4 N. Main St.: A health and fitness studio    
Honeygirl Gourmet, 5 State St.: A retail store for specialty foods and gifts.  
 

TREASURER REPORT 

Village Treasurer, Mary Marowski, presented vouchers listed on Abstract #11 of 2017/2018 fiscal year 
for approval. 

Trustee Caraberis questioned the $500 sponsorship fee for Candlelight Night. The Village will also 
need approximately $5,000 for security for the event as well. The Treasurer stated that these expenses 
were already budgeted items.  Trustee Caraberis will request a breakdown of the anticipated expenses 
generated by the requests of the Candlelight Night Committee for which the village is responsible for.   

Motion:  Mayor Corby made a motion, seconded by Trustee Galusha, to approve payment of the 
vouchers listed on Abstract #11 in the amounts stated below and to charge them to their appropriate 
accounts. 
 
Vouchers for approval – Abstract #11 

• General Fund (#265-#275, #277-#302):   $ 22,683.41 
• Sewer Fund (#276, #299)     $      601.85 
Total Vouchers for Approval:     $ 23,285.26 
 

Vote: Corby – yes, Lanphear – yes, Caraberis – yes, Ferris – yes, Galusha – yes. Motion carried. 
 
The Treasurer presented the financials as of 6/30/17 for the Board’s acceptance.  The reports included 
the Trial Balance, Detail of Revenues, Detail of Expenditures, and Analysis of Unreserved Fund 
Balance in all funds. 
 
Motion: Mayor Corby made a motion, seconded by Trustee Ferris, to accept the financials as of June 
30th, 2017. 
Vote: Corby – yes, Lanphear – yes, Caraberis – yes, Ferris – yes, Galusha – yes. Motion carried. 
 

ATTORNEY BILLS 
A spreadsheet listing unpaid attorney bills was presented by the Treasurer.  A request for an additional 
bill approval for attorney fees is sought.  Ms. Marowski stated that the current budget for attorneys for 
litigative needs is $100,000, and for routine municipal needs, the budget is set at $150,000.  Currently 
the total unpaid bills for litigative needs is $151,688.57.  This includes bills generated from Hodgson 
Russ, Osborn Reed & Burke, and The Zoghlin Group. The Board stated that they are waiting for a 
presentation from Mindy Zoghlin regarding a long-term payment arrangement. 
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Motion: Trustee Ferris made a motion, seconded by Mayor Corby, to pay the Osborn Reed & Burke 
bills owed totaling $36,485.47. 
Vote: Corby – yes, Lanphear – yes, Caraberis – yes, Ferris – yes, Galusha – yes. Motion carried. 
 
Motion: Trustee Ferris made a motion, seconded by Trustee Caraberis, to pay The Zoghlin Group bills 
for the PZBA invoices numbers 463 and 517 totaling $3,000. 
Vote: Corby – yes, Lanphear – yes, Caraberis – yes, Ferris – yes, Galusha – yes. Motion carried. 
 

NEXT BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING will be held on October 24th, 2017 at 7 P. M. at 
Sutherland High School.   

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Motion:  Mayor Corby made a motion, seconded by Trustee Lanphear, to enter into executive session 
at 8:27 PM in order to discuss a personnel matter.  
Vote: Corby – yes, Lanphear – yes, Caraberis – yes, Ferris – yes, Galusha – yes. Motion carried. 
 
Motion:  Mayor Corby made a motion, seconded by Trustee Lanphear, to leave executive session at 
8:48 PM.  
Vote: Corby – yes, Lanphear – yes, Caraberis – yes, Ferris – yes, Galusha – yes. Motion carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 9 P. M.   
 
_______________________________  _____________________________ 
Mary Marowski, Recording Secretary  Katie Moranz, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  


