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From the Mayor:

Around the Village

The last Comprehensive Plan for the Village was
adopted in 2002. The current committee, now chaired
by Tom Cummings, who has lived in the Village since
1993, is working on updates. Its mission is to help a
long-term vision for Pittsford Village that covers a
broad range of topics including transportation issues;
land use; community facilities; economy; and
infrastructure. The committee plans to seek input for
the revised plan from the Village community-at-large
through a survey and a series of informational
community forums.

One thing we’d like to see happen is the inclusion of
bathroom and shower facilities on the canal (as
Fairport has done). Another focus is on the Northwest
Quadrant (the area behind the Del Monte spa, just
north of the canal). With about 33 acres of open
space, the largely wooded area has wetlands that
include five natural ponds that were originally used to
grow frogs for Ward’s Natural Science (now known as
Ward’s Science) which offers technology, science
curricula and other resources to schools.
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The land is an island in the center of the community
and a tremendous asset -- and the intent is to keep it
that way.

Business and retail are also
transforming parts of the
comprehensive plan. We
need to rethink our vision
for the Village as consumers
change their shopping
habits.

We're also looking at
parking, and we’re folding in
the final draft of the active
transportation plan which is creating a bicycle and
pedestrian-friendly network for travel. (Click here to
view plans.)

Figure 2 Village Mayor
Bob Corby

And, thanks to Sen. Rich Funke, the Village received
$249,000 grant to improve pedestrian safety at
Monroe Avenue and South Main, North Main and
State Streets. We've hired SRF Associates to design
improvements at these locations.

There will be a number of public meetings to be held
to discuss pedestrian safety and traffic issues.


http://www.villageofpittsford.org/documents/compplan.asp
https://www.wardsci.com/store/content/externalContentPage.jsp?path=/www.wardsci.com/en_US/wards_history.jsp
http://townofpittsford.org/active-transportation-plan
http://www.srfa.net/
http://www.villageofpittsford.com/
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75 Monroe Avenue update

After more than 10 months of attempts to negotiate
with the applicant, Mark 1V, negotiations have ceased.
The applicant had been presenting drawings to Village
boards and we felt they weren’t operating in good
faith.

The legal representatives of the Village Boards
requested that the court make a decision on the case,
which has been stalled for three years. We are now
awaiting a decision from the judge.

From Village Hall

New Village of Pittsford Website

The Village Clerk is extremely happy to invite all
residents to enjoy our newly refreshed Village
website designed by GovOffice. We have been
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Figure 3 Village of Pittsford Canal View - link to website

working hard the past few months to enhance our
website with the assistance of our resident website
guru Kaity Moranz.

The new website structure is still evolving but now
includes new drop-down menus with easy access to
Village services such as our Village calendar and links
directly to Village email addresses. You will also find
that many forms are available for downloading for
your convenience, e.g., building permits, special
permits, and workers’ compensation insurance forms.

Please take a moment to explore the newest features
on our website, and subscribe to the Village website
for updates to newsletters, Board of Trustees, PZBA,
and APRB meetings through the contact link on the
site. This is a great way to keep abreast of Village
happenings. The new village website can be found at
WWW.VillageofPittsford.com.

— Dorothea Ciccarelli, Village clerk
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Village Board Update

On June 27, Village board member and deputy mayor,
Alyssa Plummer stepped down after serving two years
of her four-year term. “We thank her for her service
and exceptional level of commitment toward the
Village,” says Mayor Corby.

Dave Ferris, senior counsel at Harter Secrest, who has
lived with his wife Anne in Pittsford Village for 31
years, was appointed to serve the rest of Alyssa’s
term.

Welcome: Dave Ferris, Trustee

David Ferris is a Pittsford native, growing up in the
town and graduating from Sutherland High School.
He graduated from Ohio
Wesleyan and from
Albany Law School. He
and his wife Anne have
lived in the village for 31
years where they raised
their three sons.

Now senior counsel at
Harter Secrest & Emery
LLP, Ferris has been very
active in the community.
He currently serves on
the board of the Rochester Area Community
Foundation, and is active in the Rochester Rotary and
as a board member in his church.

Figure 4 David Ferris

The village, he believes, is a unique gem enhancing
the Town of Pittsford. He recognizes the vision and
planning efforts over decades that others
demonstrated to maintain the village's character and
vibrancy. He also recognizes the responsibility of
elected officials to have a vision of the future with
societal and cultural changes. “The Village and Town
of Pittsford must work together to meet these
challenges. | am honored to serve this community and
look forward to listening to Village constituents and
working to keep the Village strong and vital for its
future,” he says.


http://www.villageofpittsford.com/
http://www.villageofpittsford.com
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Welcome: Paul Alguire, building inspector
For the past two years Paul Alguire was an electrical
11 inspector for Middle
Department Inspection
& Agency (MDIA) in the city of
Rochester. He worked for two
summers (2014 and 2015) in
the town of Perinton as a
building code official and
began working for the Village
of Pittsford in April 2017.

Figure 5 Paul Alguire

Alguire grew up in Gates
and now lives in Fairport. He’s excited about the
opportunity to work in Pittsford.

Audit Report Available

The New York State Comptroller Office performed an
audit on board oversight for the examination period
of June 1, 2015 through Nov. 16, 2016. The details of
this report, which includes the Village’s corrective
plan are on the Village of Pittsford website.

Terry Robins Wins NYALGRO Award
Terry Robins, records clerk, received the New York
Association of Local Government Records Officers
Wheeler B. Melius ‘
Award.

The award is given to a
NYALGRO member who
“demonstrates
outstanding service to
his/her local
government and New
York’s records
management community.” Robins received her award
at a banquet held in Geneva on June 5.

Figure 7 Terry Robins

The award is named for Wheeler B. Melius, a clerk in
the Albany County Clerk’s office in the late 1800s. In
February 1880, Melius was the first to reach the
burning Albany City Hall and was able to save 700
volumes — nearly six tons — of land records from being
destroyed in the fire.

Update on 35 Schoen Place
On Friday Feb. 2, 2018, the Village of Pittsford
received notification from Mr. Alan Knauf that the

current application for the potential redevelopment
of 35 Schoen Place (aka 25 Schoen Place) is
withdrawn.

Mr. Knauf is the attorney representing Powers Schoen
Place Associates, Powers Farms LLC, and WilRelax LLC.

Additional information, including the timeline
regarding the receipt of the 1,600-page document as
well as the ensuing reviews conducted by the Village
of Pittsford of the submitted application may be
found on the Village of Pittsford website.

Moratorium

The Village Board adopted a limited Village-wide
moratorium on Nov. 14, 2017. Information related to
the moratorium can be found in a Power Point
presentation housed on the Village website. Contact
Village Hall if you have further questions.

Drivers Needed
The Elderberry Express, a transportation service for
Pittsford residents age 55 and older, needs volunteer
drivers. Drivers volunteer —
their assistance a couple z
times a month for seniors
to and from medical
appointments, banking
activities, visits to friends
and family, prescription
pickups, grocery shopping,
etc. This short time
commitment makes a big
difference to seniors who
can no longer drive.

Figure 6 Elderberry Express driver

There is a one-time three-
hour training session given at Lifespan (1900 South
Clinton Avenue). This training also provides volunteer
drivers with additional liability insurance. For more
information stop by Elderberry Express, 3750
Monroe Avenue, or call 248-6237.


http://pittsfordny.govoffice3.com/vertical/sites/%7B20315D0E-D7FA-436A-B513-1586646A8CBA%7D/uploads/Village_of_Pittsford_Audit.pdf
http://pittsfordny.govoffice3.com/vertical/sites/%7B20315D0E-D7FA-436A-B513-1586646A8CBA%7D/uploads/PITTSFORD_VILLAGE_25_Schoen_Place.pdf
http://pittsfordny.govoffice3.com/index.asp?SEC=90E05E6A-511D-4B3D-8673-73C801A14B04#3572237F-71A8-492F-9B87-CEA564BBC138
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Pittsford History

The Great War in Pittsford: 100 Years of
Memory, 1917-2017
By Drew Johnson

2017 marks the one-hundred-year anniversary of the
American entry into the First World War. In Pittsford,
the war’s effects were ubiquitous, from hundreds of
young men enlisting, to the federal government
posting guards on the village’s bridges to prevent
sabotage by German spies.

The U.S. entered the war relatively late, compared to
the triple entente of Britain, France and Russia, which
had been locked in a bloody conflict with Germany
and her allies since August 1914. Germany had the
upper hand, but the arrival of American troops in
June 1917 gave immeasurable hope to the Allies.

By July 1918, over one million American doughboys
had arrived in France, relieving the hard-pressed
French and British armies, and creating fresh
momentum to take the offensive against Germany.
The American soldiers played a critical role in turning
the tide of the Great War and bringing hostilities to a
close in November, 1918.

A century later, we remember the sacrifices made by
the American soldiers who landed in France to fight,
as well as the sacrifices of the families and home
communities. The war had a dramatic and lasting
impact on Pittsford. In addition to community-wide
conservation efforts, hundreds of men enlisted, many
of whom would be wounded in combat.

Two men from Pittsford perished in the war: Henry L.
Miller and Homer Rayson. After leaving the U.S. for
France in September 1917, Miller saw action at the
fierce battle of Belleau Wood and was declared
“missing in action” on June 16, 1918. Rayson,
formerly a musician and member of Phi Epsilon
fraternity at the University of Rochester, set out for
France with the 308th infantry on April 1, 1918.
Rayson was a surviving member of the “Lost
Battalion,” a group of 554 American soldiers who
found themselves encircled by German forces after
venturing too far beyond the allied lines in the
Argonne Forest in October 1918. After six days of

fierce fighting, an allied relief force finally broke
through and rescued the battalion’s 194 survivors.
The story inspired the 2001 film, “The Lost Battalion.”
Rayson was killed a few months after that battle by a
German shell. He was 26. Pittsford’s Rayson-Miller
American Legion Post 899 is named for these two
men.

The legacy of the Great War is palpable in Pittsford’s
ownership of a German 105mm Howitzer, captured
by the 27th Army Division in October 1918 and taken
home as a prize of war. World War 1 veterans of the
Rayson-Miller American Legion Post brought the
howitzer to Pittsford in 1932. The cannon was first
installed at the intersection of North Main Street and
Washington Road as a memorial to those who served
in World War 1. It remained at that location until
1971, when the New York State Department of
Transportation reconstructed and widened the
intersection. The howitzer was then relocated to the
Pioneer Cemetery on South Main Street where it fell
into disrepair. It is now stored at the Village
Department of Public Works, awaiting restoration so
it can again serve as a remembrance to the sacrifices
made by members of the Pittsford community for
generations to come.

Drew Johnson, a Pittsford-Mendon
High School graduate, attends

| Northwestern University where he
studies history and political science. He
worked as an intern at Village Hall this
past summer.

Figure 8 Drew Johnson

Upcoming meetings:
[ J

All meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. unless otherwise noted.

Village Board:

Click here for schedules and agendas

Next meetings: 2/27, 3/13, 3/27

APRB:

Click here for schedules and agendas

Next meetings: 3/5, 4/2,5/7

Planning & Zoning:

Click here for schedules and agendas

Next meetings: 2/26, 3/19, 4/16


http://www.villageofpittsford.com/index.asp?SEC=21FF25E7-BCA8-4D1E-9C22-160986D7FE4C
http://www.villageofpittsford.com/index.asp?SEC=A569712F-BCA2-46DA-9D7B-B7383B39292D
http://www.villageofpittsford.com/index.asp?SEC=29DDC7AB-1C2E-467D-9654-E02A533F1009
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e Fromthe
Department of
—— Public Works:

Figure 9 The Village’s new sweeper arrived in mid-September and motor
equipment operator Brad Van Bortel put it to good use last fall along Village
streets.

Winter Update:

Hats off to the Village DPW Supervisor and
crewmembers for keeping Village roads and sidewalks
safe for all during this winter season! The staff of five
is responsible for the plowing and de-icing of the
Village’s approximate one-square mile of roadways
and sidewalks during the winter months and
continues to promote safety first.

Zack Bleier, DPW Supervisor, would like to remind all
residents that if there are any questions or concerns,
they are now able to email him directly through the
Village website, under the contact link, as well as by
phone (585) 586-9320 7AM - 4 PM, emergency (585)
340-1433 after hours.

As we are well into the winter season, the DPW’s
equipment has already transitioned over for snow
and ice removal. Therefore, limited brush pick-up is
available through March 31. Any large tree and debris
gathered by a private contractor can be taken to the
Town of Pittsford Highway Garage located on Golf
Avenue.

TO ALLOW SAFETY TO ALL AND AID THE DPW

¢ Please be mindful of snow plows — tailgating
can be dangerous.

e Overnight parking is prohibited on Village
streets from Nov. 1 through April 15: Parking
is restricted between 2 AM — 6 AM for snow
plowing.

e Vehicles parked on Village streets during
restricted times will be ticketed.

e Please do not park vehicles on public
sidewalks. Pedestrians need to be able to
travel safely.

e For pedestrian safety, please maintain hedges
along sidewalks.

¢ During the snow plowing season, please notify
your plowing contractor that plowing snow
across the road is illegal, per NYS law, as is
leaving the snow on the sidewalks.

e Please keep all shoveled snow on your
property.

e So that plows can move along sidewalks and
roads efficiently, please place refuse and
recycling containers on the driveway —
especially during storm conditions.

e Please clear snow around a nearby fire
hydrant, to allow the Fire Department to
respond more efficiently in an emergency.

e Inthe case of an impending snow storm,
please check the Village website for any
changes to the Village Hall’s office hours.

e Inthe event of an emergency, call 911.

Thank you to all the village residents for continuing to
adhere to the regulations. —Zack Bleier,
zbleier@villageofpittsford.com

Questions? Contact the Village Office at 586-4332
between 7:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. and the DPW garage
after hours at 340-1433.
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Business Beat:

Starbucks Has Moved

Starbucks is now located at the Pittsford Community
Library (former home of Bruegger’s). There is no word
on what will be occupying the space Starbucks held.

One Jane Adds Space

Figure 10 One Jane

Clothing store One Jane at 28 South Main Street has
taken over the space two doors down (34 South Main
Street) formerly occupied by La Paire Optique. The
two spaces will be connected in the back.

HoneyGirl Gourmet
New at Northfield
Commons:

Despite the name —it
was a nickname given
the owner by her
grandmother — the
recently opened
HoneyGirl Gourmet
sells olive oils,
vinegars, teas,
dressings and
marinades, spice
blends, candles and soaps, home décor items, tote
bags, some stationary products, custom gift baskets
and, yes, honey.

This is a second location for owner Alyssa Cope,
whose other store is in Geneseo, where she grew up.
“| discovered Northfield Commons and the building
and fell in love with it,” Cope says. “l think it’s a good
choice.” The shop, located in the space vacated by
Northfield Music (now just across the way), is open
Tuesday through Friday 11-6 and Saturdays 11-5.

Newsletter is Paperless

illage Hall would like as many residents as
Vpossible to receive this newsletter. It would

also like to save money on paper and postage.
Please tell friends and neighbors about the newsletter
and to send their email address to Stacey Freed,
Stacey.Freed@gmail.com, or Dorothea Ciccarelli,
villageclerk@villageofpittsford.com. We will do our

best to print and mail issues to those without an
email address.

_____________________________________________________________________|
Village Contact Information:

Office Phone: (585) 586-4332

Fax Number: (585) 586-4597

DPW Office: (585) 586-9320

DPW Emergency Answering Service:(585) 340-1433
Email: villageofpittsford @villageofpittsford.com

Mailing Address:
21 North Main Street
Pittsford NY 14534

Click here for previous newsletter.

Figure 12 Crocus neapolitanus
https://www.summitpost.org/flowers-in-snow/253956


mailto:Stacey.Freed@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Stacey/Dropbox/FREELANCE/Pittsford%20Village%20Newsletter/Spring-summer%20%202016%20quarterly/villageclerk@villageofpittsford.com
http://www.villageofpittsford.com/vertical/sites/%7B20315D0E-D7FA-436A-B513-1586646A8CBA%7D/uploads/2017_Spring5-1(3).pdf

