
 

 

PROCEEDINGS OF CODE REVIEW WORKSHOP 
OF THE VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

February 26, 2019 
 

PRESENT: 

MAYOR:   Robert Corby 

TRUSTEES:   Lili Lanphear 

    Margaret Caraberis  

    Frank Galusha  

    Dan Keating (5:35) 

ATTORNEY:   Jeff Turner 

RECORDING SECRETARY: Mary Marowski 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

Motion:  Mayor Corby made a motion, seconded by Trustee Lanphear, to call the meeting to order at 

5:30 PM. 

Vote:  Corby – yes; Lanphear – yes; Galusha – yes; Keating – yes 

 

CODE REVIEW: 

Today’s code review workshop focused on: 

 Chapter 210, Volume 1: Administration & Enforcement, Article 10-18 

 Chapter 210, Volume 4: Application & Review Procedures, Article 40 – 48 

 Chapter 212, Subdivision Code, Article 1 – 10 

 

Post discussion of the 2/23 meeting: 

210-40.3E:  Mayor Corby asked what is an ‘Agricultural Data Statement’.    He stated that the village has  

one property that is in an agricultural district.  Attorney Turner stated he believed it had to do with the 

agricultural market law and agricultural districts but would research it further.  There should be some 

reference to the conservation easement because the rezoning that is taking place is changing the 

conservation easement to agricultural.  The concern is for the Powers property and the properties 

abutting that property. This should be an addition to ‘E’.   

 

Mayor Corby offered to the Planning Board members to join the Trustees after the code review 

workshop next Tuesday, 3/5,  when all the planning board members are available.  Mr. Vlietstra, 

Planning Chair,  has some concerns stating that 99% of the applications heard are for ‘pre-existing, non-

conforming’ conditions and modifications to existing site plans. He would like to have clarification on 

what is considered the typical work of a planning board? The Planning Board suggested that Mr. 

Steinmetz, Code Review consultant,  be present for discussions regarding code revisions, however, it is 

not within our contract.  Cost would need to be obtained first.   

   

Summary changes: 

Chapter 210, Volume 1: Administration and Enforcement 

 210-10.3 Purpose.  In a prior meeting, the word ‘morals’ was deleted.  It was suggested that the 

phrase ‘foster a sense of community’ be added in place of public health, safety, and general 



 

 

welfare.  A discussion ensued on the specific meaning of the words used in the current code and 

their assumed perspective. This should be referenced in a general manner. 

 210-10.4B:  add the word ‘demolished’.  

 210-11-3C:  District boundaries are to follow property lines.  The condition as stated does not 

exist in the Village. 

 210-12.1B:  It is not stated who appoints the Code Enforcement Office.  However, by New York 

State Village Law, the Mayor is the appointing officer. The Board of Trustees creates the 

position, the Mayor appoints to the position, and the Board approves the position.  This is 

consistent for all positions in the Village employ.  Wherever it states the Board appoints, it 

should say the  ‘Mayor appoints subject to Board approval’.    

 210-12.3C1:  Delete #1.  The Clerk accepts the applications.  CEO works for the Clerk.   

 210-13.2B:  Should read ‘appointed by the Mayor and approved by the Board’.  Also, should 

read Planning Board ‘AND’ Zoning Board of Appeals, not or.  Specific language in the NYCOM 

handbook states that the Village Clerk’s term coincides with the Mayor’s term.  The village has 

two types of staff.  Officials such as Village Clerk, Deputy Clerk, Treasurer are positions 

appointed by the Mayor.   The other employees such as secretarial are not ‘officials’ and can be 

hired by the Village Clerk.  Delete the word ‘clerk’, replace with ‘appoint officers and 

employees’, as used in Village Law.   In all instances that it refers to the ‘Board of Trustees’ 

appoints, it should be replaced by ‘the Mayor appoints, subject to Board approval.’  Also change 

the word ‘or’ to ‘and’ regarding the Planning and Zoning Board.   

 210-13.4: add ‘D: Failure to get the training does not make any decisions null and void.’ 

 210-13.5D:  Include ‘and other committees’.  Removal language is not necessary in the Village 

Code because these positions are elected, and that New York State Village Law contains specific 

provisions for removal of officials.  It is not a legal requirement.   

 210-13.5:  Add “E: And all other duties and powers provided by New York State Law and 

statues.” 

 210-15.4A: ‘The Mayor may appoint alternate members, subject to Trustee Board approval.’   

 210-15.5: Add ‘D: Failure to get the training does not make any decisions null and void.’ 

 210-15.6: Compensation is defined by state law.  Delete this section.  (Also delete in 

preservation code and wherever else it appears.)  

 210:46:  No changes 

 210-15.10B: Add ‘subdivision’. 

  

Article 16: Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) 

Trustee Caraberis would like the Board to discuss, at a later date,  the benefits of separating the 

Planning Board and the Zoning Board to create two fully independent boards each with their own 

members.  This would alleviate problems regarding applications that are heard between these two 

boards.  It would eliminate confusion for the applicants and the public. The village will need a 

transitional plan and an additional budgetary expense.  Trustee Caraberis recommends this direction 

be taken as soon as possible. 

 

 210-16.2A:  Change Village Trustees to ‘appointed by the Mayor, subject to the approval of the 

Trustees.” 



 

 

 210-16.3: Change Village Trustees to ‘appointed by the Mayor, subject to the approval of the 

Trustees.” 

 210-16.4A: Change Village Trustees to ‘appointed by the Mayor, subject to the approval of the 

Trustees.” 

 210-16.5:  Add ‘D: Failure to get the training does not make any decisions null and void.’ 

 210-16.6: Delete section 

 210.16-10A3:  Delete zoning code interpretations; replace with temporary use permits;  

o Placeholder:  special use permits? (put under planning board)  Investigate the merits of 

special permits and the  ZBA vs a Planning Board.  Ask advice of Maria Rudzinski. 

Definitions could be consolidated and needs to be re-evaluated. 

 

Article 17 Nonconforming Uses & Structures 

 210-17.1A: sentence should end “situated shall be deemed non-conforming.”  Delete rest of 

sentence.   

 210-17.1B: Delete the word “however”.  Start with “A building…” 

 210-17.1D: Delete section 

 210-17.2: Delete section 

 210-17.3: Delete section 

 210-17.4: Delete section 

 210-17.5: Delete last sentence starting with “however” 

 

Article 18 Penalties & Fees 

 210-18.1: Section may be duplicated in section 212-9.3 This section needs to be discussed 

between Jeff Turner and Molly. 

 210-18.2: What is a notice of penalty: This section needs to be discussed between Jeff Turner 

and Molly. 

 

Chapter 212: Subdivision Code 

Article 2 and 3:  Public Hearings 212-3.1 Appears to be duplicated in applications review procedures.  

This section needs to be discussed between Jeff Turner and Molly. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:50 PM.  Next meeting is on Saturday, March 2, 2019. 

Motion:  Mayor Corby made a motion, seconded by Trustee Lanphear, to adjourn the meeting at 6:50 

PM. 

Vote:  Corby – yes; Lanphear – yes; Galusha – yes; Caraberis – yes; Keating – yes  Motion Carried. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

______________________________ 

Mary Marowski, Recording Secretary 


