
 

 

Village of Pittsford 
Architectural and Preservation Review Board 

Monday October 2, 2017 at 7:00 PM 
 
PRESENT: 
 
Members:  Maria Huot  
   William McBride 

Lisa Cove  
         Scott Latshaw 
 Ken Morrow  

 
Village Attorney: Jeff Turner  
Building Insp.: Paul Alguire  
Recording Sec.: Linda Habeeb 
 

  
   Member McBride called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
   Conflict of Interest Disclosure 

Member McBride asked if any of the Board members had a conflict of interest with any of the applications 
before the Board, and the members stated that they had no conflicts of interest to declare. 

Esther Winter, 25 State Street ~ Sign   
Present: Esther Winter, Business owner 
 
Application: Submitted, date-stamped, and Building Inspector reviewed on 8/15/17. 
Discussion: The proposal is for installation of a sign on the building located at 25 State Street. The 
applicant stated that her business is expanding and will be moving from another location in the Village. She 
stated that the proposed sign is of the same dimensions, and will be installed in the same location, as the 
previous sign on the building. Board members expressed concern with the thickness of the sign, and stated 
that the sign should be thicker to make it a more substantial sign. The applicant agreed to modify the 
application to propose a sign that ¼” in thickness.  
 
Findings of Fact: 
 

 The proposal is for installation of a sign on the building located at 25 State Street. 
 The sign will be the same size, and installed in the same location, as a previous sign on the building.  
 The application will be modified to propose a sign that is approximately ¼” in thickness.  
 The applicant submitted documentation with the dimensions and specifications for the sign. 

 
Motion: Member McBride made a motion, seconded by Member Huot, to approve the application for 
installation of a sign, as modified.   

 
Vote:   McBride – yes; Huot – yes; Latshaw – yes; Morrow – yes; Cove - yes. Motion carried. This 
decision was filed in the Office of the Village Clerk on October 2, 2017. 
 

~~~~~ 
Carolyn Gerstner, 40 Sutherland Street ~ Pillar 
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Present: Carolyn Gerstner, Homeowner  
 
Application: Submitted, date-stamped, and Building Inspector reviewed on 8/16/17. 
Discussion:  This is an open application for replacement of a deteriorating brick pillar at the front of the 
driveway, and installing another pillar to match on the other side of the driveway. At the last meeting, 
Board members expressed concern with removing the existing pillar, which matches the brick on the 
house, and replacing it with a pillar made of a different material. The applicant stated that she is revising 
the application to propose installing two pillars, one on each side of the driveway, which pillars are 
constructed of brick that is similar to the brick on the house. There will be a limestone cap and light fixture 
on the top of each pillar. She provided samples of the brick and photographs and details for the light fixture. 
 
Findings of Fact: 
 

 The proposal is for replacement of the existing pillar with a pillar constructed of brick that is 
similar to the brick on the house, and installation of a second pillar made of the same material. 

 The pillars will have a limestone cap and light on top.  
 The pillars fit the character of the house.  
 The applicant submitted drawings with the dimensions and specifications for the pillars. 

 
Motion: Member McBride made a motion, seconded by Member Huot, to approve the application, as revised. 
Vote:   McBride – yes; Huot – yes; Latshaw – yes; Morrow – yes; Cove - yes. Motion carried. This 
decision was filed in the Office of the Village Clerk on October 2, 2017. 

~~~~~ 
 

Meg Rubiano, 36 South Main Street ~ Windows 
Present: Meg Rubiano  
 
Application: Submitted, date-stamped, and Building Inspector reviewed on 9/11/17. 
Discussion: Ms. Rubiano stated that steel-framed windows on Christ Episcopal Church, located at 36 South 
Main Street, were replaced with glass-block windows, which are not permitted by Village Code. She 
explained that the previous windows leaked and were not effective in keeping mold out of the basement 
classrooms. The windows are below grade, and the glass is above grade. Board members stated that the 
Church is a significant historic building located in a very high-profile historic area of the Village. Member 
Huot suggested that the glass block windows be removed, and a well dug with gravel at the bottom to aid 
with drainage. Also discussed was installing another window in front of the glass-block window to obscure 
it from view. Ms. Rubiano asked about adding landscaping to block the windows, and Board members 
explained that landscaping is temporary and would not solve the issue.   
 
The application will remain open and the applicant will investigate these options.  
 

~~~~~ 
Jean Williams, 11 Washington Avenue ~ Windows 
Present: James Vazzana, Attorney 
 
Application: Submitted, date-stamped, and Building Inspector reviewed on 7/22/17. 
Discussion:  The applicant replaced the wood windows on the house with vinyl windows, without 
approval from the APRB. At the previous meeting, Board members determined that the existing vinyl 
windows needed to be replaced with wood windows that match the color, texture, and other visual 
qualities of the original windows. The applicant is proposing replacing the vinyl windows on the front and 
sides of the house with Kolbe replacement double-hung sash kits. The windows are wood windows that 
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will be primed white, and the window frame will remain. The applicant provided photographs and 
specifications for the new windows.  The windows will be the same style and the same dimensions as the 
original windows that were removed. 
 
Findings of Fact: 
 

 The proposal is for replacement of six windows that are visible from the public way with all-wood 
windows in the same dimensions as the windows that were removed.  

 The lower side window will be replaced with three separate windows with 4-5” mullions. 
 The applicant submitted drawings with the dimensions and specifications for the windows.  

 
Motion: Member McBride made a motion, seconded by Member Huot, to approve the application, as 
submitted. 
Vote:   McBride – yes; Huot – yes; Latshaw – yes; Morrow – yes; Cove - yes. Motion carried. This 
decision was filed in the Office of the Village Clerk on October 2, 2017. 
 

~~~~~ 
Bank of America, 9 North Main Street ~ Information only 
Present: Peter Sorgi, Hopkins, Sorgi & Rumanowski PLLC 
 
Mr. Sorgi presented an application for installation of signs at Bank of America. He will submit a formal 
application to be heard at the next APRB meeting.  
 
Motion: Member McBride made a motion, seconded by Member Huot, to enter executive session at 8:10 
pm. 
Vote:   McBride – yes; Huot – yes; Latshaw – yes; Morrow – yes; Cove - yes. Motion carried.  
 
Motion: Member McBride made a motion, seconded by Member Huot, to exit executive session at 9:00 pm. 
Vote:   McBride – yes; Huot – yes; Latshaw – yes; Morrow – yes; Cove - yes. Motion carried. This 
decision was filed in the Office of the Village Clerk on October 2, 2017. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Member McBride adjourned the meeting at 
9:00 pm.  
  
 
________________________________________ 
Linda Habeeb, Recording Secretary 


