
 

 

CODE REVIEW 

VILLAGE OF PITTSFORD BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

JUNE 25, 2019 

 

PRESENT: 

 

MAYOR   Robert Corby 

 

TRUSTEES  Frank Galusha 

   Dan Keating 

   Renee Stetzer 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

A motion by Mayor Corby, seconded by Trustee Galusha, was made to open the meeting at 5:10 p.m.  

Vote:  Corby – yes, Galusha – yes, Keating – yes, Stetzer – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Discussion on special use permits, Chapter 210, Part Three, Article 35.   

Trustee Galusha felt the Village Board, as elected officials, have a responsibility to the community and 

should be in charge of special use permits.  Trustee Keating stated he felt the special use permits should 

not be politicized, that the Planning Board should have the special use permits. 

Mayor Corby spoke to Natasha Philips planning attorney for Department of State, and Maria Rudzinski, 

who has worked for the planning department in Monroe County.  Special permits are akin to site plan 

approval and many of the environmental and buffering considerations are similar to the issues the 

Planning Board deals with.  There is some discourse as to whether special use goes with the business or 

the land.  If it goes with the land it should come with conditions. There has to be criteria in the code and 

definitions of each use in the code.  If it goes with the land it should go the executive board as it is the 

only board that can change zoning.  On the other hand, he would like to see it go to the Planning Board 

as it bogs down the agenda.  The most frequent issues we see are restaurants.  It’s important to keep 

the residential areas near to the business districts protected, to keep it livable.  Trustee Stetzer stated 

having served on the Planning Board she would like to have clear guidelines for the Planning Board to 

handle special use permits. Mayor Corby stated the best way to do this is to go through the ordinance in 

detail. 

Article 35 page 25 of 35.  Applicability - Purpose of Review-A.  add after “incompatibility with adjacent 

uses” – greater impacts on parking resources, greater potential for nuisances, and greater potential 

environmental effects.   

 Mr. Vlietstra stated there is a problem with the difference between site plan review and special use 

permit review.  The Planning Board looks at what goes on the site and how it effects adjacent 

properties, while the special use permit looks at the use, and there is some redundancy.   Mayor Corby 

stated the difference is the Planning Board is set up to figure out how to make the plan work while the 

special use permit environmental criteria can stop the use. Trustee Keating stated his understanding was 

that eventually the special use permit would be handled by the Planning Board, that the underlying 

purpose is to give guidance to preserve the quality of the Village and be good neighbors to the residents. 

Mr. Art Pires stated most municipalities list those uses that are permitted by special permit in certain 



 

 

districts and it is the obligation of the elected representatives to make that very critical decision. Mr. 

Vlietstra stated the application process can be lengthy going from Board to Board.  Mr. Peter Brizee 

stated the most important issue is use and the Village Board should decide if the application is a 

permitted use, then pass it to the Planning Board, that the Trustees should have the responsibility for 

the decision for the change in use.  Discussion followed regarding restaurants and dumpsters, as well as 

the process of review, what triggers special use permits.  Ms. Susan Lhota stated the Village is small 

enough that we could go building by building and state what should be permitted there. 

Mayor Corby stated in an earlier meeting the Board had discussed an overlay district for restaurants. 

The Board then marked areas on the zoning map business districts that should and should not have 

restaurants as a rough draft of the overlay district.  Mayor Corby stated he wasn’t sure if a line could be 

drawn through a property.  Care was taken to keep the residences protected from noise, parking and 

dumpsters.  Mayor Corby stated there is a nuance issue, how to distinguish between what types of 

restaurants should be allowed.  Mr. Vlietstra agreed that the intensive applications should go to the 

Trustees but that the little stuff should come before the PZBA.  Kitchen intensity, scale, likelihood of 

odors, hours of operation, all should be considerations.  Pickle Factory – Mayor Corby felt it should be 

retail. Comp Plan calls it mixed use so that it’s possible for future residential mixed with offices. Talbots 

would be a great site for Canal Front involvement. 

Schedule – Trustee Keating scheduled four more meetings for code review - 7/2, 7/6 (no secretary), 7/9, 

and 7/11. First meeting will be non-conforming uses and structures, as well as district and use 

regulations for residential districts, then at the second meeting overlay district, business and mixed use 

districts, then at the third meeting special purpose districts and additional use regulations, definitions, 

and special use permits; and then parking, loading, access, and site plan review, on the fourth meeting.  

Design standards on the fifth meeting. These meetings will be posted as well sent out as a bulletin. 

 

Mayor Corby made a motion, seconded by Trustee Galusha, to adjourn the meeting.  Vote:  Galusha – 

yes, Keating – yes, Corby – yes, Stetzer – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jo Anne Shannon 

 

   

 


