
 

The Proceedings of a Regular Meeting of the Village Board of Trustees  

March 12, 2019, 7 PM 

 

Present  

Mayor   Robert Corby 

Trustees  Lili Lanphear 

   Frank Galusha 

   Margaret Caraberis 

   Dan Keating  

Attorney  Jeff Turner 

DPW Superintendent Zack Bleier 

Recording Secretary Mary Marowski 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM. 

Motion:  Mayor Corby made a motion, seconded by Trustee Lanphear, to open the meeting at 7:30 PM. 

Vote: Corby - yes; Lanphear - yes; Galusha - yes; Caraberis - yes; Keating - yes Motion Carried 

 

SAMI MINA - BLADES - 30 DAY WAIVER / LIQUOR AUTHORITY 

Mr. Mina stated that he would like to start serving beer and wine at Blades. He would like a letter of 

acknowledgment from the Village sent to the Liquor Authority.  The Board acknowledges his request and 

stated that his special use permit will be amended to reflect the inclusion of serving beer and wine. 

Motion: Trustee Caraberis made a motion, seconded by Trustee Keating, to sign the 30-day waiver to be sent 

to the Liquor Authority and to amend the special use permit to include the serving of beer and wine. 

Vote: Corby - yes; Lanphear - yes; Galusha - yes; Caraberis - yes; Keating - yes  Motion Carried. 

 

CROSSWALK SIGNS - PETER BUD SUBMISSION 

Mr. Bud submitted his written concerns regarding the increased number of crosswalk signs that are appearing 

in many locations. In his observations in many communities across the United States, these signs are becoming 

visual pollution and taking away from the character of these communities. He is against this happening in the 

Village of Pittsford. Mayor Corby stated that the Active Transportation Plan is addressing safety issues and 

reducing visual clutter by limiting the number of safety signs that are approved. Mayor Corby will follow up 

with Mr. Bud to update him on the efforts of the Active Transportation Plan and the Comprehensive Plan 

initiatives.   

 

MEMBER ITEMS  

 

CANAL PLUNGE - MAYOR CORBY 

Mayor Corby and Supervisor Smith have been approached by Alan Wood to seek permission to engage in an 

event which would involve a canal plunge from the Main Street bridge and/or on the town side of the canal.  

Due to liability concerns, Mayor Corby stated that the NYS DOT might find this prohibitive. He will contact the 

Canal Corporation to seek their advice. 

 



 

BUSINESS INVENTORY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT - TRUSTEE LANPHEAR 

Trustee Lanphear wishes to publicly acknowledge the work efforts of Sophie Bennett, on behalf of all the 

Trustees, in creating a business inventory. Trustee Lanphear stated it will be very helpful and will also prove to 

be very useful to our building inspector, Steve Lauth. Trustee Caraberis stated that it has already become a 

very useful tool.   

Motion: Mayor Corby made a motion, seconded by Trustee Lanphear, for a recommendation of 

commendation to the work that Sophie Bennett has on the business inventory and all the work that she has 

done through the winter.  

Vote: Corby - yes; Lanphear - yes; Galusha - yes; Caraberis - yes; Keating - yes  Motion Carried 

 

Motion: Mayor Corby made a motion, seconded by Trustee Caraberis, that because our Village Clerk, Dorothea 

Ciccarelli, will be returning to work on March 18 part-time, Mayor Corby would also like to extend a 

recommendation of commendation for the outstanding effort that Mary Marowski has done in managing the 

office during the medical absence of the Village Clerk.   

Vote: Corby - yes; Lanphear - yes; Galusha - yes; Caraberis - yes; Keating - yes  Motion Carried 

 

SOUTH STREET PROJECT UPDATE - TRUSTEE GALUSHA 

Trustee Galusha stated the Board is considering the reconstruction of South Street for this upcoming year.  

Initially South Street was budgeted to be a mill and pave project.  Residents stated their concerns regarding 

speed controls.  There are six intersections that are affected for ADA compliance. These are at Wood St, 

Church St, Locust St., Maple St, Eastview Terrace, and Boughton Ave. To incorporate these concerns would 

require a greater expense than initially budgeted. To address the financial needs that are dictated by the 

expanded project, CHIPS monies and Bond monies could be applied.  Other monies would need to be 

determined depending on the scope of the project. Other authorities, such as the Fire Department and the 

Ambulance Service, would need to be advised.  The concept of chakains, speed humps, and/or speed tables, 

controlling the light at South Street all still need to be addressed.  The total estimated project is $255K.  To 

mill and pave South Street is $120K, $85K for curbing and ADA compliant sidewalk ramps, and $50k for traffic 

control measures.  Monies from the bond and chips would total approximately $138K, leaving a balance of 

$117K for financing. Further discussions will take place at a later date.   

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Motion: Mayor Corby made a motion, seconded by Trustee Keating to enter executive session for the purpose 

of a real estate matter and a personnel matter.   

Vote: Corby - yes; Lanphear - yes; Galusha - yes; Caraberis - yes; Keating - yes  Motion Carried 

Motion:  Mayor Corby made a motion, seconded by Trustee Lanphear to exit executive session.   

Vote: Corby - yes; Lanphear - yes; Galusha - yes; Caraberis - yes; Keating - yes Motion Carried 

 

Having taken no action, the regular meeting continued. 

 

DPW REPORT - ZACK BLEIER 

Mr. Bleier stated that the Canal Corporation contacted him regarding the installation of destination signs that 

will be located on both sides of the canal. One sign is planned to be installed between Aladdin’s and Lock 32, 

and the other at the Port of Pittsford. These signs will measure approximately 48" x 48".  The Canal 



 

Corporation representative will be coming on March 25 at 10 am to go over the proper placement of the signs. 

 

TJ Rinaldo is scheduled to take his CDL test on March 29. 

 

Superintendent Bleier reported that the crew has been busy replacing / repairing damaged signs throughout 

the village.  They have also been hauling debris from the DPW yard at the shop, trimming trees, filling 

potholes, sweeping roads whenever possible, and servicing the equipment.  Truck 12, the Ford F450 pick-up, 

continues to be a maintenance burden.   

 

ARBOR DAY - SOPHIE BENNETT 

Mr. Bleier presented for Sophie Bennett the 2018 Arbor Day report and her request to continue this event for 

this year.  Ms. Bennett's report stated that last year's expenses totaled approximately $500 for the purchase 

of tree saplings, music, and treats.  Ms. Bennett also is seeking permission to have the art displays 

throughout April in the office. She would like the same budget, if possible, for this year. The Board agreed this 

was a great community event that brought out a well-attended crowd and decided to continue this event for 

this year.  It will be held on Saturday, April 27, 2019 with the same budget.  Permission was given to have 

the art display in the office.   

 

SAVE THE FROGS EVENT 

Lindsay Graham, a resident, stated that she would like to obtain the Village of Pittsford’s support and 

participation in the national "Save the Frogs" day.  She further explained that frogs have become an 

endangered species and their environment is being threatened.  She, along with several others including 

Mayor Corby and biologist James Beach, trudged through the Northwest Quadrant ponds, to identifying frog 

species and assessing their environment.   

Motion:  Mayor Corby made a motion, seconded by Trustee Lanphear, to designate April 27, 2019 as "Save 

the Frogs" day in the Village of Pittsford to help raise awareness to this cause. 

Vote:  Corby -yes; Lanphear - yes; Galusha - yes; Caraberis - yes; Keating - yes  Motion Carried 

 

BUILDING INSPECTOR HIRE 

The Board discussed the need to have a full-time building inspector to service the needs of the Village.  The 

treasurer presented a proposal for a tentative full-time position that depicts the budget impact of 

approximately $74K for this position. The Board agreed to hire Steve Lauth to a full time Building Inspector / 

Fire Marshall position for a salary of $65K with a health care buy out and conditional on civil service 

requirements.  Start date is April 15, 2019.   

Motion:  Mayor Corby made a motion, seconded by Trustee Keating, to hire Steve Lauth as a full-time 

building inspector/fire marshal conditional on civil service requirements. His salary is to be $65K with a health 

care buy out.   

Vote:  Corby - yes; Lanphear - yes; Galusha - yes; Caraberis - yes; Keating - yes  Motion Carried. 

 

BUILDING INSPECTOR REPORT - STEVE LAUTH 

 Simply Crepes was issued a permit for their upstairs floor renovation . They will be hosting an episode 

on the Food Network Channel on April 8, 2019.   

 Subdivision at 57 S. Main St. and Stonegate is being proposed for the possibility of another home.  It 



 

would go to the PZBA on an informal review for an area variance. The owner stated that he would like 

to put an apartment on the third floor or one in the carriage house.  Mr. Lauth explained that this is 

not a permissible option.   

 Rachel's is a Mediterranean style restaurant that is opening in the old Starbuck's location. They signed 

a ‘hold harmless agreement’ which was notarized on 3/9/19. This is a seventh restaurant for this 

successful company.  

 A permit for a garage at 17 Church Street has been issued and a footer inspection has been done. 

 A resident ordered twenty windows for his residence.  Mr. Lauth explained to him that window 

installation can not be done without APRB approval. 

 And a permit for shed repairs has been issued. 

 

Mr. Lauth stated he has been reviewing our fees schedule and is in support of modifying some fees and adding 

new ones to align the Village with other municipalities.  These fees would impact both the residential and 

commercial applications.  Suggested fees were for a residential Certificate of Occupancy for $75, residential 

Certificate of Completion for $50.  For a commercial Certificate of Occupancy of $150, Certificate of 

Completion of $100. Site plan review to be at $55 per hour. Mr. Lauth stated that this should bring in 

approximately $6,000. Currently there are no compliance fees.  

Motion:  Mayor Corby made a motion, seconded by Trustee Lanphear, to amend the residential and 

commercial fees established in the Organizational meeting to reflect the discussed changes as presented by 

Mr. Lauth to be effective immediately. 

Vote: Corby - yes; Lanphear - yes; Galusha - yes; Caraberis - yes; Keating - yes  Motion Carried. 

 

RGE LICENSE - ATTORNEY TURNER 

Attorney Turner stated that a review of the RGE License was done and that he recommends the Board accept 

it and designate signature authorization.   

Motion:  Trustee Lanphear made a motion, seconded by Trustee Galusha, to authorize Mayor Corby to sign 

the RGE license and to obtain an appropriate description of the property being licensed. 

Vote: Corby - yes; Lanphear - yes; Galusha - yes; Caraberis - yes; Keating - yes Motion Carried 

 

MONROE COUNTY DEPT OF PLANNING AGREEMENT - ATTORNEY TURNER 

Attorney Turner stated the Monroe County Department of Planning Agreement is in place forever.  Should 

any changes be necessary to this agreement, a 30 notice is required. 

 

BOND RESEARCH - TRUSTEE GALUSHA 

Trustee Galusha stated the Board has been working on the Pedestrian Safety Plan and a Pavilion near the old 

gas docks on the canal.  The costs to cover these items would be near $300K.  Some grant monies are 

available, but the monies need to be matched with Village funding.  Trustee Galusha has contacted our Bond 

Agent, Sonya Cermak, at Bernard Donegan LLC and our bond counsel, Tim McGill, to provide some options on 

funding.  

   

TRUSTEE GALUSHA - 69 STATE STREET -ZOMBIE HOUSE 

Trustee Galusha stated the property located at 69 State Street has been in very poor condition and that he has 

heard a lot of complaints regarding the property.  He has contacted the mortgage holder and has been told 



 

that this property is going up for foreclosure on April 10, 2019 for $445K.  

  

TRUSTEE GALUSHA - QUESTIONED ZOGHLIN BILL 

Trustee Galusha stated that bill number 1170 dated January 3, 2019 has been withheld from payment pending 

the verification of a charge regarding the Nano Brewery for 4.5 hours.  Upon discussion with Ms. Zoghlin, 

Mayor Corby explained that the bulk of this charge was in preparation for the PZBA meeting in a pre-meeting 

with the Board and only a few minutes was in discussion with Trustee Keating. The Board was satisfied with 

this research and placed the bill in for payment. 

 

TREASURER'S REPORT - MARY MAROWSKI 

Ms. Marowski presented vouchers listed on Abstract 15 totaling $98,300.44 for review and payment approval 

as follows:    

 General Fund (555-563, 565-576, 578-588):  $79,972.84 

 Sewer Fund ( 577, 580):     $   377.80 

 Capital Improvements (564):    $17,950.00 

 Total vouchers for approval:    $98,300.44 

Motion:  Trustee Keating made a motion, seconded by Trustee Galusha, to approve the vouchers as 

submitted and to charge them to their appropriate accounts. 

Vote: Corby - yes; Lanphear - yes; Galusha - yes; Caraberis - yes, Keating - yes Motion Carried 

 

The treasurer submitted a request for training through the 2019 New York Statewide Preservation Conference 

scheduled for April 25-27. The conference is being held locally and the fee is $99 per person for early 

registration. APRB member Lisa Cove and Trustee Caraberis would like to attend.  Mayor Corby will be a 

facilitator.   

Motion: Mayor Corby made a motion, seconded by Trustee Lanphear, to approve Lisa Cove and Trustee 

Caraberis to attend the conference.   

Vote: Corby - yes; Lanphear - yes; Galusha - yes; Caraberis -yes; Keating - yes Motion Carried. 

 

The treasurer stated that resident Paul Ruske brought a concern regarding a flyer he received from Nextdoor 

Pittsford Village.  This was not something he had subscribed to. Trustee Keating stated he is familiar with this 

and it is an advertising gimmick to sign on.  This is harmless but may be viewed as a nuisance. No action was 

needed. 

 

Ms. Marowski stated that Mayor Stedman is retiring, and a party will be held in her honor on March 28th.  

Mayor Corby stated that he would like to attend. 

 

MINUTES 

January 31, 2019 

Motion: Trustee Keating made a motion, seconded by Trustee Galusha, to approve the minutes as submitted. 

Vote: Corby - abstain; Lanphear - yes; Galusha - yes; Caraberis - abstain; Keating - yes Motion Carried 

February 7, 2019 

Motion:  Mayor Corby made a motion, seconded by Trustee Galusha, to approve the minutes as submitted. 

Vote: Corby - yes; Lanphear - yes; Galusha - yes; Caraberis -yes; Keating - yes Motion Carried 



 

February 14, 2019 

Motion:  Mayor Corby made a motion, seconded by Trustee Keating to approve the minutes as amended. 

Vote: Corby - yes; Lanphear - yes; Galusha - yes; Caraberis - yes; Keating - yes Motion Carried 

February 21, 2019 

Motion: Trustee Keating made a motion, seconded by Mayor Corby, to approve the minutes as amended. 

Vote: Corby - yes; Lanphear - yes; Galusha - yes; Caraberis - yes; Keating - yes Motion Carried 

February 26, 2019 

Motion: Trustee Keating made a motion, seconded by Mayor Corby, to approve the minutes as submitted. 

Vote: Corby - yes; Lanphear - yes; Galusha - yes; Caraberis - yes; Keating - yes Motion Carried 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

_________________________________ 

Recording Secretary, Mary Marowski 

 

     

 

 


