
 

1 
 

PROCEEDINGS OF A REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

January 8, 2019, 7:00 PM 

 

Present 

Mayor:     (Absent) 

Trustees:    Lili Lanphear 

     Frank Galusha 

     Margaret Caraberis 

     Dan Keating 

Village Attorney:   Jeffrey Turner 

Treasurer:    Mary A. Marowski    

Recording Secretary:   Cara R. Farrell/Mary Marowski 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Motion by Trustee Lanphear, seconded by Trustee Galusha, to call the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Vote: Lanphear – yes, Galusha- yes, Keating – yes, Caraberis – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

BOARD MEMBER – CONFLICTS OF INTEREST DISCLOSURE 

 

Trustee Lanphear asked if any of the Board members had a conflict of interest or had accepted gifts associated with 

any of the meeting agenda items.  None were reported. 

JOHN STEINMETZ - REVIEW OF SPG REASSIGNMENT CONTRACT 

Mr. Steinmetz has recently joined the firm, Barton & Loguidice.  His contract with the Village needs to be re-

assigned to the new firm to satisfy legalities.  The Board had discussed John Steinmetz’s revised contract and had 

authorized Mayor Corby or Deputy Mayor Lanphear to sign the new updated contract. 

Motion by Trustee Keating, seconded by Trustee Caraberis, to authorize the Mayor or Deputy Mayor to sign 

the contract for John Steinmetz. 

Vote: Lanphear – yes, Galusha- yes, Keating – yes, Caraberis – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

DRAINAGE PIPE LOCATED AT 75 MONROE AVENUE 

 

Village Engineer, Scott Harter, discussed his observations of the pipe both before and after its replacement.  He 

discussed the Village’s role regarding MS4 (Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System).  Mr. Harter stated that there 

is no significant ponding after the restoration of water flow.  The applicant admitted to plugging the pipe. CSX took 

responsibility in hitting the pipe. In regards to environmental contamination, there was no crew exposure. 

 

Planning and Zoning Board Member, Susan Lhota, noted that Condition 3, which was to restore the previous flow 

of water in the pipe, had been met to the satisfaction of the Planning and Zoning Board.  Consultant John Dunkel 

was obtained to evaluate the drainage pipe issue.  Village Green has been restored. 

 

Mr. Harter suggested using the Village Code to enforce the issue.  He suggested beginning by notifying the tenant 

of the problem.  If there is a safety aspect to the problem, that must be made public.  He further stated that 75 

Monroe is a Brownfield and that the storm sewer structure is in place.  This should be made accessible for the DPW 

to go on the property at the manhole.  It was suggested that a camera be run through the manhole to assess any 

further issues.  Dredging the pond at Village Green was also recommended.  The system currently is not dedicated 

to the Village, therefore prohibiting the Village’s accessibility.  It was suggested that an easement be obtained.  Mr. 
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Harter suggested that the Village seek attorney advisement in this matter, notify the affected parties, and obtain 

letters from a geo-technician. 

 

DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED VILLAGE SURVEY 

 

The Village Board is seeking to mail out a village-wide survey on a variety of subjects that originated from a 

workshop earlier this year.  Trustee Lanphear asked the Board if there was anything to discuss at this time.  They 

deferred the discussion to Monday, January 14th. 

 

REVIEW SCHEDULE FOR TRUSTEE MEETINGS 

 

Trustee Keating wanted to confirm the January 15th code review and other meeting commitments the trustees were 

obligated to. 

 

MEMBER ITEMS 

 

Trustee Keating asked how code enforcement is being handled due to the lack of a building inspector.   

 

Trustee Keating also announced the upcoming Martin Luther King Jr. celebrations that were being observed around 

the Village.  He encouraged the trustees to attend these events. 

 

Trustee Galusha read the statement from Village Attorney, Chuck Malcomb, referencing the most recent court 

decision regarding 75 Monroe. 

 

Trustee Caraberis reported on the continued development of the interactive map of parking spaces with the help of 

Michelle Debyah from the Town of Pittsford’s GIS Department. Trustee Caraberis also mentioned that DPW 

Superintendent, Zack Bleier, and Katie Moran are continuing their work at compiling the required information.   

 

Trustee Lanphear is working on a business inventory.  Sophie Bennett is helping her to collect this information. 

 

ATTORNEY CLIENT SESSION 

 

Motion by Trustee Lanphear, seconded by Trustee Keating, to enter attorney client session. 

Vote: Lanphear – yes, Galusha- yes, Keating – yes, Caraberis – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Trustee Lanphear, seconded by Trustee Caraberis, to exit attorney client session and to re-enter 

regular session. 

Vote: Lanphear – yes, Galusha- yes, Keating – yes, Caraberis – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 

DPW 

 

An affidavit regarding an accident that took place near Via Girasole on Schoen Place was presented for the Board’s 

review and signature.  The accident took place on privately owned property. 

Motion by Trustee Lanphear, seconded by Trustee Caraberis, to authorize the Mayor to sign the affidavit 

regarding the accident on Schoen Place after reading the affidavit to the public. 

Vote: Lanphear – yes, Galusha- yes, Keating – yes, Caraberis – yes.  Motion carried. 
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Mr. Bleier noted holiday decorations have been taken down and Christmas trees are still being picked up.  Trustee 

Galusha mentioned the use of Facebook regarding notifying the public of correct placement for such refuse 

collection. 

 

Mr. Bleier requested funding for the NYS DEC 4-hour Erosion Certification to become SMO (Stormwater 

Management Officer) for the Village. 

 

Motion by Trustee Caraberis, seconded by Trustee Lanphear, to authorize $100.00 payment for classes to 

support Mr. Bleier’s certification through NYS DEC. 

Vote: Lanphear – yes, Galusha- yes, Keating – yes, Caraberis – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Bleier also requested additional training in Stormwater Management. 

 

Motion by Trustee Caraberis, seconded by Trustee Keating, to authorize the payment for all four Western NY 

Stormwater Management Trainings (SWPPP) classes at $100.00 per session. 

Vote: Lanphear – yes, Galusha- yes, Keating – yes, Caraberis – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Trustee Galusha mentioned his previous discussion with Mr. Bleier about attending code enforcement training.  The 

topic will be revisited at the next board meeting. 

 

VOTING RESOLUTION 

 

Motion by Trustee Lanphear, seconded by Trustee Caraberis, that there shall be no Village Registration Day 

for the March 19, 2019 election. 

Vote: Lanphear – yes, Galusha- yes, Keating – yes, Caraberis – yes.  Motion carried. 

Motion by Trustee Lanphear, seconded by Trustee Caraberis, that the polling place for the Village Election 

shall be the Village Hall, 21 North Main Street, Pittsford New York and that the polls will be open from 12:00 PM 

to 9:00 PM that day. 

Vote: Lanphear – yes, Galusha- yes, Keating – yes, Caraberis – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

BUILDING INSPECTOR 

 

Village Treasurer, Mary Marowski, updated the Board on the needed inspections.  She also shared that Mayor Corby 

authorized the use of T.Y. Lin’s services in the interim.  She further stated that the general services agreement had 

expired and needed to be renewed.  

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

The Treasurer presented the vouchers for approval and to charge them to their appropriate accounts. 

  

 General Fund (#418-#464): $50,663.13 

 Sewer Fund (#454):  $     102.69  

 Total Vouchers for Approval $50,765.82 

 

Motion by Trustee Keating, seconded by Trustee Lanphear, to authorize the payment of the bills and to charge 

them to their appropriate accounts.  

Vote: Lanphear – yes, Galusha- yes, Keating – yes, Caraberis – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

The Treasurer presented information provided by our insurance broker, Gary Wilkins, and reviewed by our Village 

Clerk, Dorothea Ciccarelli, regarding increased premiums for New York State Disability Insurance.  By slightly 

increasing the premiums, a greater benefit would be provided to the Village’s employees.  Mr. Wilkins and Village 
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Clerk, Dorothea Ciccarelli, had discussed this benefit and had agreed this would be an appropriate upgrade to our 

current insurance.   Ms. Marowski requested that the Board approve the suggested change of premium from $170 

to $255. 

 

Motion by Trustee Galusha, seconded by Trustee Keating, to approve the change noted above in New York 

State Disability Insurance Coverage. 

Vote: Lanphear – yes, Galusha- yes, Keating – yes, Caraberis – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Motion by Trustee Lanphear, seconded by Trustee Galusha, to enter executive session to discuss employee 

matters. 

Vote: Lanphear – yes, Galusha- yes, Keating – yes, Caraberis – yes.  Motion carried. 

Motion by Trustee Lanphear, seconded by Trustee Galusha, to exit executive session regarding the discussion 

of employee matters. 

Vote: Lanphear – yes, Galusha- yes, Keating – yes, Caraberis – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

It was stated that DPW employee, Doug Yaeger, has successfully completed his six-month status as a probationary 

Working Foreman.  The Board agreed to promote him to the permanent status of Working Foreman.   

 

Motion by Trustee Lanphear, seconded by Trustee Caraberis, to promote Doug Yaeger to permanent status as 

Working Foreman. 

Vote: Lanphear – yes, Galusha- yes, Keating – yes, Caraberis – yes.  Motion carried. 

  

DPW employee, Steve Farrell, was due to a rate change of $17.50/hour effective January 1, as discussed at his 

interview.   

 

Motion by Trustee Lanphear, seconded by Trustee Caraberis, to honor the rate increase to $17.50/hour as 

discussed at his initial hire. 

Vote: Lanphear – yes, Galusha- yes, Keating – yes, Caraberis – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

In a review of the compensation schedule as set forth in the Teamsters Union contract, it was noted that DPW 

employee, Thomas Rinaldo, would not be eligible to obtain a rate increase for over a year.  In a discussion of this 

situation and in consideration of the federal wage increases, the Board agreed to increase Mr. Rinaldo’s hourly rate 

to $13.50/hour, effective January 1, 2019, with the condition of successful completion of his CDL.  He is currently 

scheduled for CDL testing in March.  Once this is completed, it would afford Mr. Rinaldo the ability to move to the 

next level as outlined in the union compensation schedule. 

Motion by Trustee Lanphear, seconded by Trustee Caraberis, to the increase Mr. Rinaldo’s wage to 

$13.50/hour with condition that he obtains his CDL.  No further rate change would be given for successful 

completion of the CDL based on the early receipt of the rate increase.   

Vote: Lanphear – yes, Galusha- yes, Keating – yes, Caraberis – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 9:45 PM. 

 

 

______________________________________   ________________________________ 

Cara R. Farrell, Recording Secretary    Mary Marowski, Recording Secretary 
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