
VILLAGE OF PITTSFORD 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN COMMITTEE MEETING 

April 25, 2018 at 5:30 PM 
                                                                                                                               

COMMITTEE MEMBER ATTENDEES: 
 
    
 Present:  
    Jo Anne Shannon 
    Brooke Fossey 
    Art Pires 
   Suzanne Shaw 
    Amy Vlietstra 
  Molly Bates  
    Peggy Brizee 
  Peter Brizee 
  Renee Stetzer  
   Ken Morrow 
  Janet Reynolds   
  Tom Cummings 
   David Ferris 
  Carri Degenhardt 
 
 Absent:    Susan Lhota  
     Bonnie Salem 
   Bill Smith 
   
  Recording Secretary:  Linda Habeeb  
 
PUBLIC ATTENDEES:  
 

     Justin Vlietstra 
     Mike Reynolds 

  
Chairperson Cummings called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. He welcomed two new members to the 
Committee: David Ferris and Carri Degenhardt. 
 
Speaker Event: 
 
Rebooting a Vibrant Economy: Trends, Challenges, and Opportunities for an Historic Village 
 
Panel Discussion 
 
1. Laura Hackathorn, Hamburg, NY Village Trustee and Business Owner 
 
2. David Woods, Geneseo, NY Town and Village Planning Board 
 
3. TBD 
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While businesses of all types continue to adapt to rapidly evolving consumer shopping patterns, historic 
villages such as Pittsford are learning to leverage historic architecture and lively, walkable environments 
as catalysts for economic renewal and sustainable development. Hear the thoughts and experiences from 
a panel exploring business trends, challenges and opportunities for our local economy. 
 
Part of the Village Topics Speakers Forum - Co-sponsored by Pittsford Village Comprehensive Plan 
Steering Committee and Historic Pittsford. No registration required.  Pittsford Community Library, Fisher 
Meeting Room. Monday May 21, 2018 at 7:00 PM. 
 
Member Cummings reported that the consultant, John Steinmetz of Steinmetz Planning Group, will begin 
working with the Committee after June 1st. The members reviewed the consultant’s proposed scope of 
work.  Each subcommittee will prepare a report, or brief, for the consultant to review, along with 
reference material and past meeting minutes. On June 16, the Committee will hold a community input 
session at the First Presbyterian Church, for the public to attend and provide input.   
 
The Committee discussed adding new members to the steering committee, as well as to the 
subcommittees. There was further discussion as to whether new members should primarily be Village 
residents. It would be beneficial to find members with specialized experience in certain areas.  
 
Member Pires presented a draft report from the Land-Use Subcommittee. 
 
Committee members listed action items: 
 
1. Subcommittees prepare briefs for the consultant. 
2. Gather reference materials for the consultant. 
3. Prepare a publicity plan. 
4. Follow up on ATP. 

 
Member Cummings stated that the next regular meeting will be held on May 16th at 5:30 pm.  
He adjourned the meeting at 6:45 pm. 
 

 
Pittsford Village Comprehensive Plan Committee 
Land Use Sub-Committee 4.16.18 Meeting Notes 

(4.23.18 Draft) 
 

Proposed 2018 Comp Plan Land Use Sections 
 

Note:  Intent of review and discussion of the 2002 Comp Plan was to provide a draft of an updated Land 
Use Section for the 2018 Comprehensive Plan, along with setting of Goals for each of three (3) Sections, 
in addition to the addition of an Overview to the LU Section, which addresses items applicable to the all 
aspects of the Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Code. 

 
 

Overview 
 

The following Sections are Sections are from the 2002 Plan which would be included in an upfront 
Overview, at the beginning of the Land Use Section for the 2018 Plan 

 
1. 7.1.1: Develop a plan to implement integrated community education. See minutes 1/8/2018. 
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2. 7.1.2: Land Use Regulations* in each section, in general, need to be updated to reflect current 
zoning districts.  See minutes 1/15/2018 

 
 7.1.2: Like many historic communities, the Village has many non-conforming lots. The 

ZBA has experience dealing with the considerations of existing non-conforming lots. 
See minutes 1/15/2018. 

 7.1.2: Multiple Residence District was deleted from code. References to it should be 
deleted from code (see b4 uses). See minutes 1/15/2018 

 7.1.2: Any amendments to R-5 code probably need to be deferred until pending 
litigation is resolved. See minutes 1/15/2018. 

 Industrial and office/mixed-use district has been eliminated from code. See minutes 
3/5/2018. 

 7.1.2: All zoning sections should be reviewed. See minutes 3/5/2018. 

 Parking requirements need to be revised to achieve “right size” parking 
requirements rather than the oversize suburban requirements currently in the code. 
The code should also specify a maximum amount of parking permitted. See minutes 
3/15/2018. 

Overview  
(continued) 

3. 7.1.2: Basic form-based requirements would help protect the physical character of neighborhoods 
and streetscapes. The existing Village Code is Form-Based, based upon the historical and uniquely 
natural and man-made features of the area. 

Note: Additional information and references should be included in an appendix.  See minutes 
1/15/2018.  Note:  Include definitions of Form-Based, Euclidean Zoning in the Definitions Section 
of the 2018 Comp Plan. 

Section 1 

Open Spaces and Environmental Features 

(Includes passive and active natural space) 

1. 3.4.1 – Open Space.  See minutes 1/8/2018 

2. 7.1.1: Update amount of land available for public use to reflect loss of access to Sutherland campus 
and loss of Spiegel Center field. See minutes 1/8/2018. 

3. 7.1.1: Use research indicating the importance of accessible greenspace contributing to the live-
ability of historic town centers. See minutes 1/8/2018. 

4. 7.1.1: Investigate potential to create an accessible Village park by utilizing the northwest quadrant 
land tract. See minutes 1/8/201 

5. 7.1.1: Inventory environmental features. See minutes 1/8/2018. 

6. 7.1.2: Land Use Regulations needs to be updated to reflect current zoning districts.  See minutes 
1/15/2018. 7.1.2:  

 7.1.2: Like many historic communities, the Village has many non-conforming lots. The 
ZBA has experience dealing with the considerations of existing non-conforming lots. See 
minutes 1/15/2018. 
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 7.1.2: Multiple Residence District was deleted from code. References to it should be 
deleted from code (see b4 uses). See minutes 1/15/2018 

 7.1.2: Any amendments to R-5 code probably need to be deferred until pending litigation 
is resolved. See minutes 1/15/2018. 

 Industrial and office/mixed-use district has been eliminated from code. See minutes 
3/5/2018. 

 7.1.2: All zoning sections should be reviewed. See minutes 3/5/2018. 

 

Section 1 
(continued) 

Open Spaces and Environmental Features 
(Includes passive and active natural space  

 

 

 Parking requirements need to be revised to achieve “right size” parking requirements 
rather than the oversize suburban requirements currently in the code. The code should 
also specify a maximum amount of parking permitted. See minutes 3/15/2018. 

 Areas of the Village warranting study should include the DPW property. See minutes 
1/15/2018.  

 7.1.2: DPW Property.  Background info was presented regarding environmental issues 
relating the DPW property. The group discussed pros/cons regarding development on 
the property. It was agreed that more research and community input was needed, 
especially from residents in the north quadrant of the Village who would be most 
impacted by any potential development. See minutes 3/5/2018. 

 

7. 7.1.2: Review uses in the Canal Waterfront district and add standards regulating scale, orientation 
to ensure new construction is compatible with historic context. See minutes 1/15/2018 

8. Need to review and update environmental features identified in 2002 plan. See minutes 3/15/2018. 

9. Environmental Issues* in the Northwest quadrant should be thoroughly studied** and understood 
before making any decisions regarding potential further development. See minutes 3/15/2018. 

*  Environmental items such as vegetation, fauna, soils, streams,  bodies of water, 
wetlands, etc. 

** Environmental Phase I and II Reports 

10. The Technical issues of wetland designation were discussed. 
 

11. The land use section of the Hudson Ohio Comp plan was suggested as a good example of a model 
Land Use Plan. See minutes 3/28/2018. 
 

Section 2: Public/Institutional Facilities 
Includes parks, sidewalks, pavilions and other areas that require maintenance. 
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1. 3.4.2 – Pedestrian Bridge: Past research has indicated that construction cost is prohibitive. See 

minutes 1/8/2018.  Note: On 4/16, the LU committee agreed that inclusion of this point 
should be moved to the general committee. See minutes 1/8/2018 

2. 7.1.1: “Agricultural”:  The zoning regulating the conservation easement area needs to be amended 
to recognize the purchase of development rights. See minutes 1/8/2018. 

3. 7.1.1: Prohibit parking as a sole use of any property. See minutes 1/8/2018. 

4. 7.1.1: Update amount of land available for public use to reflect loss of access to Sutherland campus 
and loss of Spiegel Center field. See minutes 1/8/2018. 

5. 7.1.1: Use research indicating the importance of accessible greenspace contributing to the live-
ability of historic  town centers. See minutes 1/8/2018. 

6. 7.1.1: Investigate potential to create an accessible Village park by utilizing the northwest quadrant 
land tract. See minutes 1/8/2018. 

7. 7.1.1: Develop a community facilities section. See minutes 1/8/2018. 

8. 7.1.1: Identify areas where “sub plans” are needed. See minutes 1/8/2018. 

9. 7.1.2: Areas of the Village warranting study should include Schoen Place. See minutes 1/15/2018. 

10. Areas of the Village warranting study should include the DPW property. See minutes 1/15/2018. 

11. 7.1.2: What are desired uses within the Business district? See minutes 1/15/2018 

12. Need to review and update environmental features identified in 2002 plan. See minutes 3/15/2018. 

Section 3: Residential Land Use 
 

1. 7.1.1: Update residential zoning to incorporate form-based requirements and investigate 
possibility of mixed use/ residential commercial in existing commercial areas. See minutes 
1/8/2018. 

2. 7.1.1: Prohibit parking as a sole use of any property. See minutes 1/8/2018. 

 
Section 3: Residential Land Use 

(continued) 
 

3. 7.1.1: Prohibit parking as a sole use of any property. See minutes 1/8/2018. 

4. 7.1.2: B-2  Multi-use district on N. Main deserves further study.  See minutes 1/15/2018. 

5. 7.1.2: Areas of the Village warranting study should include  Schoen Place. See minutes 
1/15/2018. 

6. Areas of the Village warranting study should include the DPW property. See minutes 
1/15/2018. 

7. 7.1.2: What are desired uses within the Business district? See minutes 1/15/2018 

8. 7.1.2: Review uses in the Canal Waterfront district and add standards regulating scale, 
orientation to ensure new construction is compatible with historic context. See minutes 
1/15/2018 
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Section 4: Business Land Use 

Office, retail and other commercial space 
 

1. 7.1.1: Prohibit parking as a sole use of any property. See minutes 1/8/2018. 

2. 7.1.1: Update commercial uses to reflect current market needs. See minutes 1/8/2018. 

3. 7.1.1: Identify areas where “sub plans” are needed. See minutes 1/8/2018. 

4. 7.1.2: B-2  Multi-use district on N. Main deserves further study.  See minutes 1/15/2018. 

5. 7.1.2: What are desired uses within the Business district? See minutes 1/15/2018 
 

6. 7.1.2: What are desired uses within the Business district? See minutes 1/15/2018 
 

7. 7.1.2: Review uses in the Canal Waterfront district and add standards regulating scale, 
orientation to ensure new construction is compatible with historic context. See minutes 
1/15/2018 

 

Section 4: Business Land Use 
(continued) 

Office, retail and other commercial space 
 

8. 7.1.2: Historic Business District: Update permitted uses and clearly define retail. See minutes 
1/15/2018. 

9. Create New District:  Office Park (M2) ?  Would cover Pittsford Mini Storage, Pickle Factory 
and Village Green, etc. 

 
 
 
 


