
VILLAGE OF PITTSFORD 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN COMMITTEE MEETING 

March 21, 2018 at 5:30 PM 
                                                                                                                               

COMMITTEE MEMBER ATTENDEES: 
 
    
 Present: Susan Lhota 
    Jo Anne Shannon 
    Brooke Fossey 
    Art Pires 
    Bonnie Salem 
    Bill Smith  
  Amy Vlietstra 
  Molly Bates  
    Peggy Brizee 
  Peter Brizee 
  Renee Stetzer  
   Ken Morrow 
  Janet Reynolds   
  Tom Cummings 
 
 Absent:    Suzanne Shaw (absent) 
     
  Recording Secretary:  Linda Habeeb  
 
PUBLIC ATTENDEES:  
 

     Alyssa Plummer 
     Justin Vlietstra 

  
Chairperson Cummings called the meeting to order at 5:35 pm. Committee members reviewed the 
minutes from the February 21st meeting and approved the minutes as drafted. 
 
 Announcements: 

Note: These are tentative dates; final dates to be announced. 
 
Community Design Center Rochester: Exploring the Spaces In-between 
Wednesday, March 28, 7-9pm 
Gleason Works Auditorium (1000 University Ave) 
 
Mark Dawson tracks civic park and open space design over several decades, looking at how they 
have/can/will influence our economy, community and the environment. Mark will present several 
contemporary case studies in today's design standards and how they are afforded, achieved, and 
maintained through diverse and strong partnerships. 
 
Monroe County Department of Planning and Development Land Use Decision-Making 
Training Program 
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 Member Cummings reported that John Steinmetz, of Steinmetz Planning Group, has been hired as the 
consultant to advise the Committee.  

 
Governmental Affairs Subcommittee Report 
 
Members:  
 

Robert Corby 
Susan Lhota 
Kenneth Morrow 
William Smith 

 
Member Morrow reviewed a draft report of the progress the subcommittee has made at this point. 
 
The Governmental Affairs Subcommittee (a) has reviewed existing examples of intergovernmental 
cooperation involving the Village; (b) has identified additional opportunities for such cooperation; and (c) 
has suggested techniques for procedure, communication, and other aspects of both existing mechanisms 
of cooperation and those newly suggested.  
 

I. Communication and Transparency 

 Communicate monthly meetings of Mayor and Supervisor 

 Advise public of issues discussed and outcomes 

 Publicize how Village and Town share staff 

 
II. Cooperation 

Leadership Meetings 
 Mayor, Town Supervisor, School Superintendent 

 Let people know this cooperation is occurring 

 
Sharing Staff 

 Mapping - GIS 

 Fire Marshal 

 Building Inspectors 

 Tax Assessor 

 Use of Town and Village newsletters, e-News, etc. to communicate these aspects of cooperation 

 
Relationships with Other Levels of Government 

 SHPO 

 State and County Department of Transportation 

 Canal Corporation – Historic Lock/Trees 

 Department of Environmental Conservation – SEQR/Deer Management 

 County Treasurer 

 County Department of Health 

 Monroe County Sheriff – Zone A 
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 Pittsford Fire Department – Comments were made that communication between the Village and 

the Fire Department needs to be improved. 

 Pittsford Ambulance 

 NYCOM 

 City of Rochester 

 
Pending issues with State & County Agencies 

 Bike lanes on East Avenue – implications for Village 

 Crosswalk safety 

 Condition of East Avenue in area of colleges 

 Includes matters that may not directly affect the Village but whose consequences could. 

Example: New development outside of the Village whose additional traffic could have 

downstream effects on Village traffic.  

 
Committee members discussed including ways to improve dialogue with agencies. 
 

Larger Cooperative Ventures 
 

 Establish guidelines for cooperation between Village and Town, both generally and with respect 

to specific issues, such as: 

 Use of Town-owned property within Village 

 Sustainable Resources: How Village, Town, and other levels of government work 

together to protect natural resources that define local landscape and environment 

 Transportation models, including public transportation models 

 Impact of driverless vehicles 

 Guidelines should provide for involvement of the other municipality or agency as early 

in the process for the matter in issue as early as is feasible. 

 
 Consider Village connection to larger community, including the City of Rochester 

 Consider potential Village role in consequence of efforts such as Reconnect Rochester or other 

ventures involving the city.  

  
Committee members discussed having public charrettes to include community input. 

 
III. Education 

 Educating public on the two separate municipal governments 

 Stewardship Role of Village Government 

 Ongoing education for Village residents 

 Ongoing education for Town residents outside Village,  including how stewardship of 

Village by Village government benefits the entire Town 

 Education on History of Village 

 How and why it looks and operates the way it is now 

 Developments in and since second half of 20th century 
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 Concept of a Living Village – not a museum, such as Genesee Country Village 

 Challenges of maintaining aesthetic character and human scale while operating as an 

active Village 

 
 
 


