
VILLAGE OF PITTSFORD 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN COMMITTEE MEETING 

February 21. 2018 at 5:30 PM 
                                                                                                                               

COMMITTEE MEMBER ATTENDEES: 
 
    
 Present: Susan Lhota 
    Jo Anne Shannon 
    Brooke Fossey 
    Art Pires 
    Bonnie Salem 
    Bill Smith  
  Amy Vlietstra 
  Molly Bates  
  Peggy Brizee 
 
 Absent:   Peter Brizee (absent) 
   Renee Stetzer (absent) 
   Ken Morrow (absent) 
  Suzanne Shaw (absent) 
  Tom Cummings (absent) 
  Janet Reynolds (absent) 
   
  Recording Secretary:  Linda Habeeb  
 
PUBLIC ATTENDEES:  
 

     Michael Reynolds 
     Justin Vlietstra 

  
Member Fossey called the meeting to order at 5:36, and stated that she would be chairing this meeting in 
Member Cummings’ absence.  Committee members reviewed the minutes from the January 17th meeting 
and approved the minutes as revised.   
 
Announcements 
 

 Tuesday, March 13: Speaker series at the Library: Alex Kone, Assistant Director of the Genesee 
Transportation Council "Emerging Issues in Transportation: Trends and Opportunities for the Village of 
Pittsford." 
 

 Member Fossey stated that the first draft of the data comparing current demographics with 2002 
demographics is available on Trello. 
 
Trustee Caraberis reported that the consultant selection process is currently under way, and there is an 
RFQ on the Village website.  There are two candidates: Steinmetz Planning Group and Ingalls Planning 
and Design. The trustees will review the proposals and around the first of March, there will be a 
consultant to work with both the Board of Trustees and the Comprehensive Plan Committee.   
 
Infrastructure Sub-Committee 
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Member Caraberis reviewed a draft report of the progress the subcommittee has made at this point. 
 
Actions taken: 
 

 Define “infrastructure” as inclusive of: 

 Hard surfaces: roads, sidewalks, bridges, parking areas (on- and off-street), recorded easements and 

rights-of-way 

 Street lighting 

 Water service 

 Canal 

 Sanitary and storm sewers 

 Utilities: electricity, natural gas, internet services (wired and wireless) 

 Telephone services 

 Environmental concerns: topography, drainage, wetlands, including streams and proximate areas 

 Information technology 

 
Mr. Reynolds commented that one of the greatest obstacles to the walkability of the Village is the Main 
Street bridge. 

 
 Meeting with IT employee: 

 Mapping: Has developed and continues to develop detailed maps of the Village, such as noting and 

numbering street lamps, manholes catch basins, street trees, etc. The goal is to have the detail of 

the Village infrastructure mapped and updated regularly. 

 Suggested plan would include software that would allow continuous updates of the maps. 

The advantage is to allow the DPW and other interested parties to quickly identify and 

locate problems and plan for improvements. Recommended coordination with others, 

such as utility companies, MCWA, Frontier, Town, County, and State to make available.   

 "Programs” utilization of software to streamline: 

 DPW Supervisor: Data entry into system that allows the DPW supervisor to know of 

problems and reference the improvements and repairs made to Village infrastructure 

assets in the past, as well as to plan for improvements as necessary in the future. This 

would include reference to mapping above to pinpoint such assets. 

 Building Inspector: Documenting applications, permits, certificates of compliance, 

violations, etc., allowing the building inspector to retain records and act on pending events 

as necessary.   

Member Caraberis stated that she has a concern with acquiring information about the gas and electric and 
water services. The water lines are very old, and there are weaknesses in the lines that need to be 
identified.    
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Future action: The subcommittee anticipates meeting with the DPW Supervisor and the Trustee 
liaison next week. 

 
 

Economy subcommittee 

Local Business Roundtable - February 5 

 

Present:   Steve Waddell: Pittsford Lumber 
                   Nadia Igumenshcherg: Cocoa Bean Shop 
                   Mike Mercier: Del Monte Lodge 
                   Dana Ganache: Higher Ground Color Studio 
                   Bob Wells: Roberts Kitchens 
                   Mary Ann Clark: Pittsford Community Library 
                    
                   Tom Cummings: Comprehensive Plan Committee Chair 
                   Peter Brizee: Economy subcommittee 
                   Janet Reynolds: Economy subcommittee 
                   Mike Reynolds: Roundtable committee 
                   Peggy Brizee: Village Trustee 
  
Comprehensive Plan “Economy Goal:   
 
Support the Village economy which provides goods and services for the personal, business, cultural, 
and social needs of the community: Residents, Businesses, Local employees, Governments, Non-
profits, and Visitors 
 
Meeting Objective:  
 

Listen to business owners regarding: 
 

 Positive aspects of doing business in Pittsford that we can market and leverage  

 Concerns that might be remedied via Comprehensive Plan or other channels  
 Identify trends 
 Suggestions to enhance business environment 

 
Results: 

 Strengths 

o Quaint village 

o Canal port 

o Walkability  

o Village Events 

 

Challenges 
 

 Need more foot traffic in business areas 
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 Traffic volume & speed, automobile vs. pedestrian priority  

 Difficult to know which businesses are in the village  

 Parking insufficient in some locations 
 Lack of police presence - traffic & safety 

 

Trends 

 
 Shopping malls popularity fading 

 Walkability is desired 

 
Suggestions 
 

 Keep Village quaint  

 Sidewalk tables, benches 

 Reduce need to drive, more services for residents  
 Slow traffic and make crosswalk safety enhancements 

  Promote canal, add boater amenities 
 Leverage nearby events (such as golf tournament) 

 More parking availability/ shared parking /parking meters?  

 Form business association 
 Village business directory 
 Shuttle from colleges and / or through village 

 

Wrap-UP 
 

 Attend monthly forums or watch on YouTube through village website: 

  1-7 Landmark Society Director 

 2-7 Rochester Design Center Director 

 3-13, 4-10: Hold the dates 

 
 Attend Village meetings of boards (Trustees, APRB, PZBA)  

 Monthly Comprehensive Plan meetings - public is welcome to observe, 3rd Wednesdays 

 More opportunities to join comprehensive plan discussions upcoming 

 Talk with other Business owners 

 

  Economy subcommittee 

Local Business Roundtable – February 6 
 
Present:   Adam Ellis: Lattimore Physical Therapy 
                   Nicole McClean: Via Girasole Wine Bar 
                   Bonnie Miguel: Miguel Creative 
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                   Mike Newcomb: Newcomb Oil 
                   Lisa Polvino: Dolce Cupcakery 
                    
                   Tom Cummings: Comprehensive Plan Committee Chair 
                   Susan Lhota: Economy subcommittee 
                   Janet Reynolds: Economy subcommittee 
                   Mike Reynolds: Roundtable committee 
                   Peggy Brizee: Village Trustee 
 
Comprehensive Plan “Economy” Goal: 
 
Support the Village economy which provides goods and services for the personal, business, 
cultural, and social needs of the community: Residents, Businesses, Local employees, 
Governments, Non-profits, and Visitors 
 
Meeting Objective: 
 

 Listen to business owners regarding: 

 Positive aspects of doing business in Pittsford that we can market and 
leverage  

 Concerns that might be remedied via Comprehensive Plan or other channels  

 Identify trends 
 Suggestions to enhance business environment 

 
 
Results: 

 Strengths 

 Visual appeal of historic Village 

 Walkability throughout Village and canal 

 People want to live in Village 

 Village-wide events (Paddle and Pour, Candlelight Night, Farmers market) 

 
 
Challenges 
 

Challenges 
 

 People don't know what businesses are here 

 Business vacancies disrupt commercial zone continuity  

 We need local regular customers, not just visitors  

 Village regulations regarding signage are onerous 

 How do we balance types of businesses 
 
Trends 
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 INTERNET marketplace 

 Health & fitness goods, services  

 Generational differences in buying habits  

 People want unique offerings 
 
Suggestions 
 
 "Brand" the village, market the village 

 Promote more street activity with green space - parklets ("Joe Bean" in City) 

 Organize Village tours geared for families 

 Encourage cooperative ventures by local business owners 

 Foster unique offerings you can't get on the internet 

 Offer businesses villagers would walk to - grocery, pharmacy, postal service, etc. 

 Hold a 5K/l0K in village 

 Extend business hours village-wide one night week? monthly event?  

 Networking events for business owners 
 Form business association 
 Village business directory (digital? / paper?) 

 Use signage as a tool to let people know what businesses are here 

 

Wrap-up 
 

 Attend monthly forums or watch on YouTube through village website: 

  1-7 Landmark Society Director 

 2-7 Rochester Design Center Director 

 3-13, 4-10: Hold the dates 

 
 Attend Village meetings of boards (Trustees, APRB, PZBA)  

 Monthly Comprehensive Plan meetings - public is welcome to observe, 3rd Wednesdays 

 More opportunities to join comprehensive plan discussions upcoming 

 Talk with other Business owners 

Member Fossey thanked the members for their very informative draft reports. She adjourned the meeting at 

6:25 pm. The next meeting will be held on March 21st at 5:30 pm.  
 


